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7 was urged that the 

Law of Mature was | 

Perfect. This has been 

Ca RR peremptorily denied; — 

eee and the Arguments 

Brought to prove it was not fo, were 
rheſe three, viz. that it is defective 
in Point of Clearneſs, Enforcemont 

2nd Extent, ns BY 


| Now 4 des that, 70 a Mind 
rightly atfgntive, it cannot be ſaid 
juſtly, think, to be defetive p 


. though Revelation might clear, un. 


* force and extend it farther; the _ 
; | | A 5 8 rand | . 
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arguing it, 
I. That this 


upon Nature, not 
Miſconduft of Men. 


n II. LU 
and not 


dierſtanding. 


harged 


3 
upon the 


ABEL I K 22 
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left of the U 
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. II. Upon neceſſary Perverſene s 
e Will, and not Proneneſs to 
Evil, acquired Habit, and 


_ want of Education. 


. Upon Weakneſs 
and not Strength 
or Remiſſneſs in curbing it. 


* Faculties 
F Paſſion 
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Thi ee is, in my Opi- 
nion, wrong: For let the Perverſe- 
neſs of Men be ever ſo great, the 
Cauſes of their Miſery ever ſo in- 
volved and complicated, it is not to 
be aſcribed to the Maker, 5 in this 
_ \ Caſe it muſt. This certainiy ſbo bould 
always be attended. #0, | 
| 4 in all our Argumentati 
The Heathens were puzled and loft; 
but the Fault was not either in the 
Obſcurity of . the 3 * a | 


| nen e 


4. e 70 wo * 7 
Revelation hou be riot only a 
omprehenfrve Rule in pany I 
— with. all neceſſary mi- 
nor Directions, but likewi iſe branch- 
ed out into every minute Particu- 
lar, and fmall Deduftion; which 
it is not, and which would be end- 


g. N 
as. - 
& 
* 
R 


1 A 3 3. In 


— ng — a 


the [ame ab that n x qt 


” — — 
7 - 


HOME A CIR SACS FI CGE Ar te 4% gs et 9. > 1 n , 
- — — — — 


24 . 
—— —— — ee 
” 


E on EPA LOR 


g ws RS 
I A . Ion 8 « 
3 
— . —* TR w 
Wo _— 
<< :: 
= — A 
«MY + LY 
. 1 We : 1 . 
. * 
x A 2 
. 8 LO. LE 
\> © . v ng) 
= 3 W 15 LY We I 
if : 


Dae —.— N 

How much ; more wiſe is the true 
Method of tbe Goſpel, which is a 
fare” "Pantding Rule in al, at 


Mer 170 exertiſe and improve their 
Tents,” 2 hath made large Room 
for ene; that ſ 95 may N 


at true Knowledge by 
tion, and by Care AN y ur Pitt 


reater ; — which, it is 7 2 the 
Pr oviduice of Ged hath made ne- 
ceſſary 10 the obtaining it, and 
rhereby' enhanced both the Prize, 
the Pleaſure, the Per felt on, and 


rde Ghry of It. : | 


2. The Diſtinction of hab Lis 
of Nature which is perfect and that 


which is e through rhe b 
. 


The PREFACE. vij 


Failure of human Capacity, is, I 


think, a wrong Diftinrm. For 
the Law cannot be charged.with the 
Deficiency of Men, nor it altered, 
becauſe they cannot apprehend it in 
all ms Branches. 8 


Neither, Secondly, are the 256 
rences thence drawn right : For we 
muſs not urge the want of 4 Reve- 
| lation from the Imper feftion of the 
| Law, but from Men not being in a 

Diſpoſrtion zo apply to the under- 


ſanding it. 


3. Revelation is not a new Law, 
Js. | perfect than the Law of Ma- 
ture, but a Means, an Afiftance to 
us in diſcovering it more fully: 
Thouph, perhaps, in doing this, it 
may have diſcovered it mort fully 
— the greateſt Application, or 
orher Buman Mean, ua have 


FA 
* 
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As 4. Thers 
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IN. Were e cannot hy a Rule 17 . hh 
neſs to God, and another to Men, 5 


as has been ſaid: For the Rule of 


Fitneſs to God in bis Province, and 
the Rule of Fitneſs to Men in their 
Province, is the Reſult of Truth. 
Their Provinces are indeed diffe- 
rent; but what the one or other 
doth, if it is right, as in God it 
always is, muſt be the Reſult of 
right Reaſon or Truth, and — 


70, and is a Part f «ha: Jame 


Law. 


It is not e to deny our : 
ere Perfection conſiſts in imi- 


tating God, as has been done: For 
| befides that this is the Goſpel Rule, 


and what every Man is ſuppoſed to 
underfland, and to be able to apply 
with due Care and Attention; it 

cannot be an Objection to the Rule 
"ſelf, e that there are e Thi ngs peculi- 


ar 


The PREFACE. ir 

ar to each in their reſpefiveSpheres; 
and becauſe God, as Governor, may 
do what Man, as Subject, cannot; 
ſince the Law of Truth. is, that 


each do what 15 "ah to his own 


Sphere. 0s Lk - 


In he "abr Place, the oblique 
Charge of Prieftcraft, worldly Am- 
bition, Avarice, and rendring them- 
ſelves important, has been ſo dex- 
zrouſly managed, and cunningly in- 

 finuated, as lo affect the whole Or- 
der of the Clergy, and prejudice 
the Minds of Men greatly againſt. 
| them... Mor has this Infectiom ſpread 
only among the low and illiterate, 
but among all Ranks and Profeſſions. 
The Independent Whig has _ 
gone a great many 1 W ons, and 
46 J. ue. A Clergyman at 4 
Niſitation in Vorkſhire, flew in the 
Face of his Brethren , with. the 
Traditions of the Clergy: deftru- 


Cie 


* 


five ' of Religion; and in hit 
Preface to his Sermon, he is all © 
Courage, Reſolution, and De- 

france. If this, and ſuch Books, 

could have ſuch Effect upon him, 
what muſt it have upon the un- 
learned? What upon thoſe who are 
brought up in Prejudices againſt 
"tbe eftablifhed Church ? What up- 
on ſuch as are glad of all Oppor- 
tunities of this Sort, and to whom 
fuch Scandal is palatable and dear? 
Theſe Things 7 70 _—_ an 
Account of what that Order pre- 
tends to, and which, as it coincides 
with the reft of this Work I have 
endeavoured to give. I am not, 
lite him, under no Concern what 
Reception theſe Papers meet with. 
On the ' contrary, nothing can be 
more ſhocking than to offend againſt 
good Senſe and Fudgment ; though 
without Care and Circumſpection, 

nothing is perhaps more eaſy : And 
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per, ſhould this Concern reach tog 
Far, we ſhould have no new, no uſe- 
ful Attempts at all: And befedes, 
though Infidelity is, I ßelieve,  g 
much more proper Subjef? of Ban- 
ter than ſerious Diſpute, yet Trath 
can never be too clear, too explicit, 


z00 bold, too pn. 
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particular Revelation, chere is 


41 


10 one Thing of d ; Rs 
portance to human Life, than right fy to 


underſtand what is the proper Buſine | | 
a thoſe who are to teach it; what Q —.— 
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tions, Temper and Behaviour are requi - 
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think of them, and carry themſelves to 


them. The Intereſt of true Religion, 
and the Good of Mankind, do ſo much 


depend upon this one Point, that it is 
pity it ſnould be miſapprehended, or not 
ſet in its true Light. The greateſt Miſ- 
chiefs are owing to the Neglect and 


Corruption of the plain Principles of 


Natural Religion, and to the Abuſe of 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Inſtitutions de- 


ſign d to reſtore them. And therefore the 


regulating theſe Abuſes, is a 1 


the greateſt Weight. And as the Mini- 


ſters of God's Word are ſo highly con- 
cern'd, and the Succeſs. they do or 


ſnould meet with, is of ſo very great 


Moment; to know all Things, if poſ- 


ſible, concerning them and their Admi- 


niſtration, is a Matter well worth our 


Attention. To accompliſh this, as far 
as I am able, I ſhall endeavour to point 


* 


out theſe three Things: 


I, What is their Origin and Autho- 
II. What is the End for which they 
were appointed. And, 


: | III. What are their neceſſary and eſ⸗ 
ſential Qualifications. 1. 


. 4 
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l begin with their Origin. The very 
Name imports, that the Perſon bearing 
ſuch Office, or ſtanding in ſuch Relation 
to God, is Holy. He is, in a pecu- 
liar Manner, conſecrated to his Ser- 


In the Infancy of the World, when Men 
firſt began to call upon the Lotd, tis rea- 
ſonable to think every Maſter of a Family 
might have the Management of this, as he 
—— all other Affairs. But the true 
eligion had not been long in this Condi- 
tion, before it was ſo thoroughly debaſed 
and perverted, that God interpos'd to 
relieve and reſcue it. And now was the 
Time when inſtituted Religion was ſet 
on foot, and the Prieſthood: eſtabliſh'd by 
a ſpecial Appointment. 'The Particulars 
of the Conſecration may be ſeen in Exo- 
aus xxviii, and xxixth. Thoſe of the 
Conſecration of Levites in Numbers viii. 
from Verſe 5, to Verſe 20, I ſhall here 
Rwy. DEI CR 
And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 
Take the Levites from among the children 
of Iſrael, and cleanſe them. And thus 
—_ op do unto them, to cleanſe them : 
prinkle water of purifying upon them, 
and let them free ll 25 He and let 
2 them 
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them wh their cloaths, and ſo make them- 
ſelves clean. Then let them take a young 
bullock, with bis meat-offering ng, even fine 
flower. mingled with oil, and another young 
bullock ſhalt thou take for a ſin«offering 
And thou ſhalt bring the Levites before the 
Tabernacle of the congregation, and thou 
ſhalt gather 2 whole aſſembly of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael together. And thou ſhalt 
bring the Levites wn the. Lord, and the 
children of Iſrael gy pu their hands up- 
en the Levites: And Aaron ſhall offer the 
Levites before the Lord, for an offering of 
the children of Iſrael, that they may exe- 
eute the ſervice of the Lord, And the 
Levites ſhall lay their hands upon the. „ 
of the bullocks; and thou ſhalt offer the. one 
for a ſin-offering, and the other for a 


 burnt-offering, unto. the Lord, to make an 


atonement for the Levites. And thou ſhalt 
ſet the Levites before Aaron, and before 
his fons, a nd offer them for an offering unto 
the Lord. my thou ſeparate the 
Levites from among the children of Iſrael ; 

and the Levites ſhall be mine. Ant after 
that fhall the Levites go 5 and A the ſer- 
vice of the tabernacle of t egatton : 
And thou ſhalt _ them, and f offer ro 
for an offering. Fur they are wholly. gt- 
ven unto me from among the children of 
* dfradl: I. Wes 7 ſuch as open ever) 


womb, 
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womb, even inſtead of the firf. born of all 
the children of Tfrael, have I taken them 
- unto me. Forall the Arft born of the children 
of Iſrael are mine, both man and beaſt : 
On the day that J ſinote every firſt-born in 
= fr FE 5 T. ſanctiſyd them for 
And Fans — 10 Levites for 
= 1. born of the children of "Iſrael. 
And ] have given the Levites as a gift to 
Aaron, and to bis ſons , 1 among the 
children of Iſrael, to do the ſervice of the 
Children of Ifrael in the tabernacle of the 
| Congregation, and to mike an atonement 
for the children o of Iſrael: That there be 
no plague among the children of Iſrael, 
when the children of Iſrael come mgh unto 
the ſanffuary.. 
In theſe two Places, we fo the ſo- 
lemn Conſecration of the Prieſts and 
Levites. The End, as it is here ſpecify'd,” 
was to do the Service of the Lord, to 
make Atonement for their own and the 
People's Sins, and the Levites miniſtred 
unto them. 
Their Rites and Ceremonies were very 
numerous, and therefore to perform them 
duly, would require much Attention 
and Study. This was the main Fhing 
given in Charge to them, till after the 
Babyloniſb Captivity, Preaching was ſet 
U ; and not only the Law, but the Pro-- 
SE phers, 


6 The Authority, Uſe and 


phets, were read. in their Synagogues z 
and then expounding the Scripture was 
as neceſſary and common a Part of their 
Service as the other. Tis true, when 
our Saviour appear d, he found the chief 


Prieſts and Rulers had greatly corrupted 


the Law, and rejected the Command- 
ment of God, that they might keep 
their own Tradition, But this neither 
chang'd the Nature of the Appoint- 


ment, nor took away the Divine Origin 


of the Prieſthood. Theſe ſtill remain d 


in full Force, as is manifeſt from his 


own Words, Matth. xxiii. 2. The Scribes 
and the Phariſees fit in 1 feat : All 
tberefore, whatſoever they bid you obſerve, 
that obſerve and do: But do not ye after 
their works ; for. they ſay, and do not, 

Now of this Separation two Things' 
may be obſerv d. The firſt, That it 
was done in Publick, before the People; 
the ſecond, That it would prevent any 
Plague coming among them. The Rea- 


| ſon of which muſt be, that, 1. They 
might be ſatisfy d in, acknowledge and 


reverence their Right to ſerve in this 
Manner: And, 2. That by ſuch Im- 
preflions made upon them, they might be 
awed, and bound to the Worſhip of the 
true God. And indeed, the more ſacred 
the Order was, the greater Streſs ood. 

185 ” - aid 


\ 
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laid on it, the more he honour'd it him- 
ſelf, and expected others ſhould honour 
it; and when it ſhould be, uſurp'd, or 
_ otherwiſe abus d, with the greater. Seve- 
rity he vindicated it, the more muſt this 
End be promoted. 80 that what gives 
ſuch Sanction to this Office, is not only 
the near Relation the Prieſt ſtands in to 
him, whoſe peculiar Servant lie is, nor 
any Honour due to him upon any other 
Conſideration; but the Regard which is 
hereby paid, not directly, but indirectly 
to Truth, of which the Worſhip of God 
is a prime and fundamental Part. This is 
the Thing that lies at the bottom of all 
the Methods taken; and is no leſs true, in 
Regard of the divine Origin, and ſacred 
Character of this Order, than in any other 
Reſpect whatſoever. For tho the Prieſts 
and Levites had their ſolemn Appoint- 
ments, and a particular Portion ſet out for 
their Maintenance, and tho' the Law was 
guarded by the greateſt Pains and Penal- 
ties, yet how plain are the Few/þ Scrip- 
tures in this Point, viz. the Principles 
of Morality are the Thing chiefly aim'd 
at, and the other Part of their Religion 
without them, inſignificant and contgngy 
ptible. See Micah vi. 6. =———T beſe things 
ought ye to have done, and nat left the other 

undone, Matt. xxiii. 23. TheSacredneſs and 


Authority of the: Order, therefore, is 
ſo far from being Prieſtcraft or Impo- 
ſture, that it was entirely kept up, and 
deſigned, like all other Parts of the true 
Religion, for this End; and all the 
Time this Diſpenſation, this Oeconomy 
laſted, their Liturgy, P/alms, and the 
Writings of their Prophets, ſounded it 
ä a 
When our Lord appear'd, this was 
the Thing he taught and inſiſted on, 
He aboliſh'd the Ritual Law, and cor- 
rected the Abuſes of the Moral, raiſing 
it up to its full Life and Spirituality. 
His Precepts are the way to attain Per- 
fection herein, and his Lifè and Conduct 
was a Copy of thoſe Precepts, All his 
Miniſtry he was perſecuted for oppo- 
ſing Villainy and Worthleſneſs, uſurping 
Dignity and Honour, Hypocriſy filling 
the Room, and devouring the Emolu- 
ments of real Worth and Virtue; toge- 
ther with the falſe Taſte, and wretched 
Notions of a World quite inverted; and 
he was at laſt executed by Men of this 
Character. This he willingly ſubmit- 
ted to, that his Diſciples might ſee 
what, in Caſe they ſhould be call'd to it, 
was to be endur'd and ſuffer d. And as 
he ſhow'd them an Example himſelf, he 
had provided for its future Succeſs. All 


that 
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| Importance of the\Clergy. 9 
that Time he had prepar'd them for what 
ſhould come. He had taught them, that 
they were the happieſt Men, who were 
perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake: 
That the World ſhould hate them, that 
they ſhould fear nothing but him, who 

is able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in 
| Hell. After this ſevere Diſcipline, this 
harſh and rugged Doctrine, he open'd to 
em the whole Scheme, as it had been 
defign'd by God, and predicted by the 
Prophets 3 and then he ſent them to 
preach Repentance and Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, in the following Words; Matth. 
xxviii. 18. All power is given unto me in 
heaven and earth : Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve 
all things, whatſoever I have commanded 
you: And lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Mark xvi. 15. 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
Goſpel to every creature: He that believ- 
erb, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved: But 
be that believeth not, ſhall he damn d. 
Luke xxiv. 46. And be ſaid unto them , 
| Thus it is aoritten, and thus it heboved 
Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe again the third- 
day: And that repentance and remiffion of 
fins ſhould be preached among all nations, 


Be- 
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beginning at Feruſalem. 1 xx. 21. 
Peace be unto you. As my Father hath 
ſent me,-ſo ſend I you. And when be bad 
, ſaid this, be breathed on them, and ſaith un- 
to them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt : Whoſe- 
 ſeever fins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them ; and' whoſeſoever fins ye retain, they 
are retained, — 

This is the regular Inſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood. To underſtand 
which rightly, we muſt confider, Firſt, 
With what Deſign theſe Things, eſpeci- 
ally theſe laſt Words, were ſpoken ; and, 
Secondh, What was to be done to anſwer 
that Delano 

Our Lord had been teaching bis DiC. 
ciples Diſengagement from the Cares or 


Pleaſures of the World, Boldneſs and 


Reſolution againſt Perſecution, and Con- 
tempt of Death, to arm them againſt all 
Oppoſition. To encourage them ſtill far- 


ther, he tells them, He ſhall be with them 


always. To ſhow the Certainty of their 


| Succeſs, he tells them, All power in hea- 


ven and earth is given him, And to aſ- 
ſure them. of the Authority of what they 
were to preach, he adds, Whoſeſoever ſins 
ye remit, they are remitted; whoſe Neue ns 

ye retain, they are retained. 
?Tis too true, when the World, at 
leaſt a great Part of it, had been brought 
over; 
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9 7 primitive Spirit was 
nd, che orig — Jaane, the prin- 
cipal Deſign no more, or little in View, 
theſe Texts began. to be interproted to 
another Senſe. At laſt they were Geck. 
ly inſiſted. on, as what plainly proved a 
Power given to Men to forgive and re- 
tain Sins. And Heaven knows, ſuch is 
the Weakneſs of poor illiterate Men, this, 
monſtrous as it is, went down, and the 
Impoſtors had their End. The great 
Improbability that the Wiſdom of God 


ſhould entruſt Men with ſuch a Power, - 


whom he knew ſo prone to abuſe it to 
the vileſt Purpoſes :. The Abſurdity of 
making the Salvation of one Man de- 
pend upon the arbitrary Will of another, 
weak, paſſionate, and perhaps very 
wicked And the Impoſſibility, ſuppo- 
20g they they had ſuch a Power, the Impoſ- 
ily llity (I fay) of their being — to 
udge when Repentance is ſincere, ſuf- 
cient, or otherwiſe ; though they are aa 
plain and clear as the Meridian Sun, were 
not enough to prevent this wicked Impo- 
ſture, thro which the Chriſtian Cauſe 
hath ſo much ſmarted. However, as 
theſe three Inſtances teach us what the 
Words could not import, ſo will they 
lead us to their true Meaning and De- 
fign: And that is, that they * * 
i wry 


{ 
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fully authoriz'd to preach the Gofpel; 
not arrogating to themſelves any Power 
beyond their Commiſhon ; not lording 
it over the Flock, as the Apoſtle expreſ- 
ſes it, but depending upon the Fruth 
and Authority of what was taught; up- 
on the Ability of its Author to ſupport 
it, and e their on Conſtancy, Fi- 
delity and Courage, in not ſuffering it to 
be ſuppreſs d or ſuperſeded by any Dan- 
ger, Authority or Oppoſition - upon 
Earth. And as the Apoſties were neceſ- 
ſary Inſtruments of the firſt Propagation 
of theſe Terms of Peace, together with 
what elſe was given in Command ; ſo 
when theſe were ſpread and receiv'd, it 
was neceſſary others ſhould be appoint- 
ed to teach, and to defend the ſame al- 
ways, even to the World's End. This 
fhows us the Neceſſity and Authority of 
the Order, and that too, in fuch a man- 
ner, as cannot be contradicted. For it 
being once made to appear that the true 
Religion was loſt; that if it muſt be re- 
call'd, God's Interpoſition was neceſſa- 
ry ; that the crue Intereſt of Men' is in- 
cluded in it; that a particular Method 
was ſet on Foot for its Recovery; that 
that Method is ſuch as requires Teach- 
ers; that our Lord appointed ſome cho- 
ſen on Purpoſe; that it / was IP; 
Lens rom 


— 
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from the Nature of the Thing, others 
ſhould ſucceed them to the End; I don't 
ſee how cis poſſible any F oundation of 
Right, in any Caſe Whatever „ canicbe 
more clear or ſtrong. And, thus it is 
that the Proteſtant Clergy, deſpiſing the 
ridiculous Weakneſs of all other Pre- 
tences, ground their Authority. They 
rely not upon Texts miſinterpreted, or 
PR but upon Fact: And they 
appeal . e dhe Senſe of every 


ingenuous for the manifeſt Truth, 
and undeniable le Neceliry of their Coon 
But, 


2. The Apoſtles. being thus ent, and 
commiſſion d to Bete and in their 
Commiſſion there being i ncluded ano- 
ther, for Men ſet apart to 5 World's 
End, it may here be en quir d. What 
was neceflary to their 2 Appoint- 
ment ? ——— If none beſide them, for 
want of ſuch, Appointment, ſhould. be 
 allow'd-to.Preach? —— If ſuch, Perſons 
could. not. e had, what muſt be done? 
— With many other Things of this 
Sort... 

'Tis certain, Regularity, and "that too, 
as great as poſſible, was to be kept up: 
Otherwiſe, What ſtrange Notions, and. 


uncouth Miſtakes would be introduced 


6 ſuch Perſons as would be ready 
enough, 


——— 
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enough, however unfit, to ſet up for 


Teachers? What Numbers would intrude 
into the Office, qualify'd or not? Tis 
in, therefore; a regular Ordination of 
Iiniſters there muſt be. And from 
Acts xiv. 23. and the Epiſtles to Timo- 
thy and Titus, tis evident ' ſuch there 
was. Rule, Diſcipline, Superinten- 
dence, and Subjection, are as neceſſa 


here, as in Civil Society. But though - 


the Authority of God himſelf, the Obli- 
gation every Man is under, to keep 
Peace and Order, are ' undeniable Mo- 
tives to regard and reverence true 
Teachers; though, where this Regula- 


riry is kept up, tis highly valuable; 


4 


commands Compliance, and cannot be 
rejected without Guilt; yet in Cafe 
Men, though regularly ordain'd, do not 


teach that Goſpel aright, neither this, 


nor any Thing elfe, can oblige others to 
conform. For at this rate, let them 
preach what they pleaſed, it muſt be re- 
ceived and reverenced; and fo not only 


the Traditions, but the Follies and Im- 


pieties of Men, would have as good a 
Sanction, and be altogether as authen- 


tick as the Gofpel itſelf, Therefore, 


though the Apoſtles appointed a Mini- 
ſtry according to their Maſter's Inſtitu- 
tion and Example, and gave them Power 

to 


18 
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to — and ordain, yet this cannot be 
fo. underſtood, as to bind others to ſub- 
mit and conform to them unconditional- 
ly. All that could be done, was to or- 
dain Men upon a regular Bottom, and 
in a right Way, and ſo leave it to the 
Direction of thoſe that ſhould come af- 
ter, were ſo highly concern d in it, and 
accountable: for it. This they did, not 
binding Men to ſubmit arten, — 
to prove all Things: Inſomuch t 

ry Frofeſſor has 2-Righr; and is wet 
manded to examine into the Tenets of 
the Communion he is of, into the Truth 
of the Doctrines deliver d from the Pul- 
pit or Preſs, and may ſafely depart from 
that Communion, and reject the Autho- 
rity of that Miniſter, in which, or by 
whom he finds the true Word is not 
taught; always remembring che Defe- 
rence due to Peace, Concord, Unity, to 
ſuperior Judgment; and that a Depar- 
ture ſnould not be made without a full 
Perſuaſion that there is a moſt certain; 
and, in all human Appearance, undeni- 


able Neceſſity for ĩt. But though to di- 


vide from any Communion out of Hu- 
mour, Paſſion, or without Need, is 
faulxy; the Purity, Simplicity and Suc- 
. ceſs of the Goſpel, can never be too ri- 
1 2 inſiſted on. Where-ever any 

1 | Church 
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Church hath polluted her Garments, he 
is in the right that forſakes her! What 
is more: If we know any one Set of 
Men 3 whoſe Miniſtry is either more 
pure, more ee to the Word, or 
more effectual than that of others, we 
are obliged, not only to favour, but to 
join them. For every Thing whatever 
muſt yield and give Place to the right 

and ſucceſsful Adminiſtration. of the 
Goſpel. ' And therefore, if the feveral 
Communions of Chriſtians, wherein re- 
gular Ordination is to be had,' ſhould 
fence and guard themſelves by ſuch 
Terms of Admittance to it, that Men, 
otherwiſe well qualify d, could not com- 
ply with them, and would not violate 
their Conſciences; does not Reaſon dia 
ctate at firſt Sight, that ſince every 
Thing that ſhould be done, may not, 
nor is it in our Power to effect it, we 
muſt do the beſt we can? For ſo we are 
ſure to approve our ſelves to God. In 
the mean Time, let no Man imagine 
that a Gap is hereby open'd to Schiſm. 
For in all Caſes of this Sort, Guilt, hei- 
nous Guilt there muſt be on one Side or 
other, which God will judge. And eve- 
ry one knows how great a Woe he hath 
denouneed againſt thoſe, by whom Of. 
fences come. | 52 
"nl I The 
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he 7 therefore, have all the 
wie On d Power that ws be 2 3 
vice to the 59 15 they 
the bury d and nd Lotenciog 8 the < bole 
hey want nothing to b hath, en- 
ge or embo m in their Work. 
heir _—y e is Q the reateſt Impor- 
tance, and t Sieir Cauſe what muſt ſuc- 
ceed. Their Authority is — by 
the Goſpel they teach; their Words are 
the Words of Truth, and the Will and 
Power of God is their Sanction: To re- 
je& their Preaching in this Manner, is 
to reject that Method of Salvation which 
he ſaw neceflary in the preſent Circum- 
ſtances of iv World; and therefore ra- 
tify d. And where- ever this. is the Caſe, 
the Miniſters may ſhake the Puſt off their 
Feet againſt Men, in Token off their 
preſent Guilt, and future Condemna- 
tion; being affured. all Power is given to 
Chriſt for this End, and Men ſhall be 
finally acquitted or condemn'd, accord- 
ing to the Terms by them deliver'd, 
On the . contrary, when they ſwerve 
hence, and ſet up other Claims, for dif- 
ferent Ends, chey grow weak and empty, 
as before they were ſtrong. They ex- 
2 themſelves to the Contempt of all 
ble Men, and to the Deriſion of 
C their 
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their Enemies ; they betray their Truſt, 
and are pernicious to the grand Intereſt 


of Mankind: They are forced to fly to 


Fraud and Trick, and to conceal the 
glorious Light of the Goſpel: They give 
a Handle to Infidelity, and are, of all 
Men living, moſt deteſtable. 


D 18 
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DISCOURSE II. 


F T E R the Origin, Neceſſity nod 
Authority of the Order, let us 
now conſider for what other Ends it was 
appointed. | 
In any affair of Tinportatioe; in any 
great Charge, is it not uſual to require 
Care and Circumſpection, to be nice 
and exact in Particulars relating to it? 
The more weighty it is, are you not the 
more careful hot tõ entruſt it, but, if 
poſſible, to Proper. Perſons? Would you 
not defire to be well inform'd of the Un- 
derſtanding, Behaviour and Integrity of 
the Men? Should you not think yourſelf 
defective in your Conduct, and unjuſt to 
your Charge, ſhould you be wan ting in 
any thing of moment to its Succeſs? 
More particularly, ſuppoſe it a Matter 
a Man muſt be well acquainted with, 
well inſtructed in for fear of Mistakes; 
Would you not ſeek one of a teachable 
Temper, who would bear Admonition, 
and be careful not to add, omit, or 
5 E mangle 
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mangle or abuſe ought delivered to him? 


11 it were ſome what difficult, would you 
1 ſtill farther, and demand Bright- 


— of Parts and Quickneſs of Appre- 


henſion? 


Now if the Goſpel i is a Thing « of the 
utmoſt Importance in itſelf, if it is a 
matter of great Conſequence, both in 
regard to God and Man, that it be 
rightly apprehended, and truly and faith- 
fully convey d: If the leaſt Failure in 
any kind in ſo nice an Affair, would be 
the occaſion of much Miſchief, and the 
moſt fatal Diſappointment, muſt it not 
be allowed there could not be too great 
Exactneſs in the Choice of fit Perſons to. 
reach it? And therefore, muſt not they 
whoſe Buſineſs it was, be thoroughly 
well ſatisfied of the Ability, right Un- 
derſtanding and Integrity, and all other 
proper Qualifications of the Perſons on. 
whom they laid their Hands? Otherwiſe 
how could they acquit themſelves to God, 
or anſwer it to their own Conſciences? 
How could they think they had done 
Juſtice to the Cauſe entruſted to them? 


As the Goſpel therefore was a thing 


worthy of alle the Care that could poſſibly | 
be — about it, eſpecially in ſo critical 
a Juncture, tis * the regular Ordi- 

5 nation 
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nation of Miniſters muſt be kept for this 
Purpoſe. But 1155 Ec; 
2. Is there not always a decent Reſpect 
and ſuitable Behaviour due to Perſons of 
all Diſtinctions, according to the common 
Judgment of Mankind? Are not they 
who are defective herein, juſtly accus'd of 
either the want of good Senſe or good 
Manners? And can we allow this in 
regard of Men, and deny the ſame Care 
- ought to be had in things appertaining to 
God? Is it not at leaſt neceſſary, that to 
ſerve before him, Choice be made of 
proper Perſons ; Perſons of known Cha- 
Tater, Perſons of Conduct, Sobriety, 
Integrity, and in all reſpects if poſſible 
agreeable to him? And is not this another 
undeniable Argument of the ſame thing? 

3. It muſt needs be imagin'd, that 
when the Goſpel (a thing new and 
unheard of among the Gentiles) was 
firſt ſpread, and its Progreſs, by virtue 
of the Miracles wrought, was very ſwift, 
that in many Parts, among ſuch numbers 
of People as received it, ſome of them 
no doubt very imperfectly, there muſt be 
crude and undigeſted Notions of it. Of 
conſequence there muſt be odd Mixtures 
and ſtrange Miſrepreſentations, and 
perhaps Adulterations. 'This Opportu- 
nity bad Men would readily embrace 

og 
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and palm their own Inventions upon the 
Weak, IIliterate and Credulous. And 
accordingly we find great Complaints in 
the Writings of the Apoſtles. In 2 Tim. 
i. 13. St. Paul exhorts Timothy to hold 
faſt the form of ſound words. In the ſame 
Epiſtle, c. iii. he mentions ſome who 
i crept intohouſes, and led captive filly women, 
| ever learning, and never able to come to the 
ö knewledge of the truth: And he adds, 
v. 14. but continue thou in the things which 
thou haſt learned and been aſſured of, know- 
ing of whom thou haſt learned them. In 
the firſt Epiſtle, we find he had beſought 
him to abide ſtill at Epheſus, when him- 
ſelf went into Macedonia, that he might 
charge ſome that they teach no other 
Doctrine. What gave Occafion to the 
Epiſtles, but the Miſtakes that are there- 
in corrected ? In that to the Romans, the 
Error concerning the Law of Moſes is 
removed. In that to the Coloffans, Chriſt 
1s deſcribed in ſeveral Particulars, in Op- 
poſition no doubt to ſome wrong Notions 
_entertain'd. . In 2 The. ii. 7. he ſays, the 
myſtery of iniquity doth already work ; and 
he corrects that Miſtake that had prevail'd 
among them, that the day of Chriſt was 
at hand, v. 2. and v.15. he bids them 
not be ſhaken in mind, but to continue 
fledfaſt in the truth, in the traditions they 
1 I had 
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bad been taught, whether by word or bis 
epiſtle. In 2 Tim. ii. 18, he reproves thoſe 
who taught the Reſurrection was already 

aſt. | In 1 Tim. iv. 3. he mentions ſome 
who forbid to Marry, and abſtain from 
| Meats. To theſe we may add what St. 
Peter ſays, 2 Epiſt. ii. and St. John 
1 Epiſt. ii. 18, 19. and what is faid 
Adds xx; 29. 78 

The ſame is true of the Ages imme- 
diately ſucceeding. In the Apologies 
and other Diſcourſes tis obſervable, that 
beſides what is pleaded againſt the 
Heathen Idolatry, on account of its Ab- 
ſurdity and Malignity, and for Chriſtianity 
on account of the great and general good 
thence accruing to Society, that they cau- 
tion Men not to judge of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine from what they might hear from 
every Teacher, becauſe there were many 
falſe Teachers; but to apply for Infor- 
mation to ſuch as. were regularly ordain'd. 
Hence. the true Rule of Faith is often 
inſerted in their Writings*, Nay more, 
what Numbers of Books were forged to 
deceive the People? And indeed, who- 
ever conſiders how credulous, weak. and 
injudicious People in general are, how 
fond of every new Story, how little 


* Conflit, Apoſt: Lib. 6. c.1t. Lattant. Lib. 47 
c. ag, 30. Iren. Lib. 1. c. 22. Tertull. Apol. 18, 
19, 20, 21. | 
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many regard what they f&y or do, will 
eafily ſee hat ſtrange Nollons would be 


invented and credited upon this Occaſion, 


and in theſe Circumſtances. If any 
Man want farther Conviction, I refer 


Him to Ireneus, in Whoſe Bopks he will 
find full Satisfaction: hy” 


Now confideritig that this was the 
Caſe, as our own Experience ſhews it 
muſt be; certainly it was highly expe- 
dient and riecefſary, fit Men ſhould be 
ſelected to be Guardians and Teachers 
of the true Doctrine: Men who ſhould 
underſtand and convey it aright; who 


ſhould be qualified in all reſpects for ſo 


momentous a Point. And if this be true, 


then this is another undehlable Argument 


of the ſame thing again. | 
4. In all Communities and Bodies of 
Men, tis neceſſary there ſnould be Rule 


and Order, and this there cannot be 


without Government. The ſame is true 
of the Society of Chriſtians. Without 
this, what Tumult, what Diſorder? 
Except we could ftrip them of all ill 
Humours, Paſſions, worldly Views en- 
tirely, how is it poſſible all things ſhould 


be done decently and in order? Beſides, 


forme or other muſt have a Power to pre- 


ſcribe, ſuppoſing them as peaceable, 


gentle and rational as their Profeſſion 
| Fe requires, 


/ 
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requires. For why ſubmit to one more 
than another? Andwhommuſt determine in 
caſe of claſhing Claims, contending In- 
tereſts, and differing Judgments? Occa- 
fion therefore there is for Precedence, 
Power and Authority, to reſttain and 
filence Diſpute, and that too fuch as 
may be acknowledged and ſubmitted to 

with one conſent; and is not this then 
another Argument of the Neceſſity of a 
regular and authentic Miniſtry ? 
F. Ir was not only proper that fit Men 
ſhould be ſet apart to ſerve at the Altar, 
to teach the Word, and to preſide in the 
Adminiſtration of it; but likewiſe to 
- conlult its future Succeſs, and to hand it 
down pure and unmix'd to Poſterity. 
And this would ask Conduct, Sagacity - 
and Penetration. Not that every Man to 
be admitted into Orders, ſhould be equal 
to all this; but that ſo good a Cauſe might 
have, whut it could ſo juſtly claim, all 
the Advantages, which not only the 
Learning, Virtue, Fidelity and Courage, 
but even the Wit of Man could give it. 
There are ſtill many Inſtances behind; 
but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew what 1 
propoſed, viz. the Ends for which Mi- 
niſters ſhould be regularly Ordainꝰd; and 
they are, according to hat hach been laid 
down, theſe Fununrr:?: 
TE | I. To 
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I. To adnüͤiſter the Sacraments and 5 
preach the Word. 

II. To guard and pulver it from 
Corruption and Abuſe. _ 

III. To prefide in the Church and 

prevent Diſorder. 

IV. To provide for its future safety 
and Eſtabliſhment: All which things 
are ſo eſſential to the Succeſs and 
prime Intention of the Goſpel, 

that I cannot think any one who 
allows the one, can deny the other. ; 


To proceed. 2. We have no Parti- 


culars of the Manner how, when, or 


by whom this Ordination was to be per- 
form'd, except a Narrative As xiv. 28. 

And when they had ordain'd them elders in 
every Church, and had pray'd with faſting, 
they recommended them to the Lord on whom 
they believed, In c. xvi. Decrees were 


made by them, and xx. 28. They are 


called Overſeers. 1 Tim. v. 22. Timothy 
is commanded 7o lay hands ſuddenly on no 
man: And Titus was left in Crete on pur- 
poſe to ordain, Tit. i. 5. 

What was practiſed in one Place by 
the Apoſtles, would, without ſome extra- 
ordinary Change of Circumſtances, be 


practiſed in another, eſpecially ſince there 


Were 


\ 
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were ſo many preſſing Calls for it. And 

therefore we may ſafely conclude, (there 
being nothing that can be objected to the 
contrary.) that Miniſters .. were every 
Where thus Ordain'd. . The. Reaſons we 
have not more particular Injunctions 

about them, are as follow. 


I. Had the Apoſtles commanded Obe- 
dience to be paid abſolutely and uncon- 
ditionally to Men ſo Ordain'd, what In- 
conveniencies muſt have aroſe thence ? 
Every one that could by any means, 
ſincere or otherwiſe, have obtain d this 
Honour, might inſiſt upon his Preroga- 
tive, and demand Submiſſion. A Rule 
ſo binding and peremptory, would have 
excluded all Pretences and Excuſes how- 
ever juſt or reaſonable. Could the Ro- 
mans find any Plea of this ſort, how 
ſhould we be harraſſed with it? How 
much they want it, how gladly they 
would have Men believe they have it, is 
evident from the Decrees made to ſupply 

this Defect. But God be thanked, this is 
not ſo; and herein the Wiſdom of Chri- 
ſtianity is to be admired. Enough is 
done to anſwer all honeſt Purpoſes, and 
for ought elſe tis in vain to appeal 
thicher. 


II. This 
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I This would have * a fine bandke 


to the Proud and Lordly ; who would be 


much more pleas d to * his Foll 
by it, than apply it to t intend 


III God foreſavv, * ;rſoems not im- 
probable from that Prediction of our 
Lord, that Offences muſt come, and 
from chat Prophecy of St. Paul concern- 
ing the Man of Error that ſhould be re- 
vealed, 2 Theſ. ii. 3. that the Apoſtles 
knew what ill uſe would be made of this 
very thing; that che grand Defection 


from the true Faith ſhould be brought 


about under this Pretence. And if ſo, 
*tis no wonder they were cautious not to 
give a Handle, not to afford any the 
leaſt Ground for it; but to leave the Blind 
and their Leaders, the Deluders at ſeaſt, 
if not the Deluded, without Excuſe. 
Theſe and the like prudential Conſidera- 
tions, were the undoubted Cauſe we 
have no more Particulars ſet down in 


relation to this important Affair. 


In the mean Time, if we examine what 
was the Practice of the new planted 
Churches, we ſhall find them all agree in 
the ſame ſort of Government as well as 
Doctrine. That they ſhould be all of 
one Mind, and no Diviſions of any kind 

among 


Paul, 1 Cor. 
that the Mem 
ciety would a 
true, there have ſince been Diſputes about 
the Diſtinction of Rſbop ud Presbyter; 
and there is a Party to which it would 
be agreeable there ſhould be no ſuch 
Diſtinction: But this hath been fo clearly 
refuted, and the Prerogatives of the fit! 
above the latter fo undeniably confirmed, 
that as it is needleſs to repeat; ſo is it 
impoſſible to add any thing of Moment 
to what hath been writ on this Topic 3 
and beſides, this is not within my Deſign. 
Nov from what bath been advanced, 
we may ſafely conclude, That the Order 
of the Clergy is of divine Appointtnent, 
as is acteſted : It was neceſſary it ſhould 
be appointed for the Ends mentioned; 
and therefore may o_ to every Mans 
Reaſon for the Truth of its Commiſſion: 
Its Authority and Power are ſuch, as 
h not to ſuperſede a proper Remedy 
in caſe of Corruption or other Neceſſity; 
yet ſuch otherwiſe as to carry with a 
greateſt Force, ſuch as cannot be rejected 
or neglected wichout the utmoſt Danger. 
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HERE is no Argument of the 
Truth and Authentickneſs of this 
rder more convincing, than: the Quali- 
fications neceſſary to attain the Honour, 
and diſcharge the Duty of it as one 
ii 2d ren 2087 
The Apologiſts for | Chriſtianity - urge 
this as an undeniable Plea : They were 
Innocent: They ſtruggled not with thoſe 
that abuſed them: They bore: their ill- 
nature and perverſe treatment with Pa- 
tience: They were obedient to Gover- 
nors: They created no Diſturbance in 
any kind, except by teaching and inſiſt- 
ing on the true Religion, which they 
muſt do. Our Lord commanded his Diſ- 
ciples not to reſiſt Evil; but whoever ſhall 
ite thes on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other alſo: and if any man ſue thee at the 
law, and take away thy coat, let him have 
thy cloak alſo, Mar. v. 39. This Doctrine, 
and the Virtue thereby taught, the Au- 
_ thor propoſed as the moſt ready way of 
; 21 bringing 
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bringing Men over to the Acknowledg- 
ment of the Truth; and as the Cireum- 
ſtances of the World ate, and then were 
in particular, nothing could Leigh be 
mou be fern -or efficacious, Fi os 


1. Too ppoſePaſii on to Paſſiori, Forts 
| to Force, or Obſtinacy to Obſtinacy, is 
the way to inflame Men ſtill more. To 
be vehement to ane, to ga Ee to 


leerer: ad make Men def cence 
Beſides, this Method was not only im- 
proper, but impoſſible. To go about to 
convince the Underſtanding by dint of 
Arms, is abſurd. Much more muſt it 
be ſo to expect that a few Men of no 
Strength, no Figure. ſniould withſtand 
and overturn Intereſt, ſtrong Ambition, 
Attachment and Bigotry. This Method 
therefore here propoſed, was the on 
"ONS! yy be are aan to' ſucceed. : 


II. No other could be ugrecable t to- "_ 
Deſign in hand. For it is not only eluding 
the Force of human Paſſions, the 3 
inſuperable Difficulties and Reſiſtane 
thence ariſing; but by ſuffering therm bo 0 
| lublide, and a * Calm to ſucceed, 


it 


dy / 


82 YTeAubrip Chad 
| it gives free Acceſs, and affords a fait 
Opportunity for a candid Hearing, for 

| | Appeal to the good Senſe and Reaſon | 
of Men: Inſomuch that juſt Arguments 

a3 will have their Influence, and weighty 
| N 

| 


Motives their full Play. Ir is certain the 
primitive Profeſſors wanted not Courage, 
or Contempt of Death, if called to it. 
They urged this as a plain Proof of the 
Goodneſs of their Cauſe, And they gave 
this Reaſon for it; viz. they had better 
Aſſurance of Happineſs in another State, 
than other Men could have. But the 
Conqueſts they ſought, were over the 
| Superſtition and Prejudices of Men; and 
to gain.theſe, they wanted nothing but 
Admittance, nothing but a fair Hearing 
of what they had to offer. 


III. This Doctrine is not only the moſt 
proper, but the moſt excellent. To 
negle& Paſſion, and overlook Rudeneſs 
and Injury, has in it ſomething very 
_ and comme: 2 0 

nfight, and ſuperior Underſtanding, 
Irregular and violent - Paſſions ariſe from 
the want of Prudence and Conſideta- 
tion, and are therefore Inſtances of 
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| WeakneG. , He that neglects them as 
| ſuch, ſhows he acts upon prudentiel 

| Grounds, and treads the Paths of Wiſ- 
A dom 
| - 
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om and Virtue. And this, by degrees, 
where Men are not quite blind, muſt 

hat ground: Ic muſt inſinuate itſelf into 

the Hearts of its Beholders, and turn 

Prejudice, Rage and Madneſs, into Atten- 

tion, Acknowledgment and Admiration, 


IV. The very Arms of the greateſt Con- 
querors, Countries laid waſte, Cities 
burnt down, together with all the nu- 
merous Vexations and Plagues occaſion d 
by Diſcord and War, muſt bear Witneſs 
to the Excellence, and recommend, 
greatly recommend this patient Adhe- 
rence to the calm Dictates of Reaſon, 
Alt, who had either felt to their Coſt, 
of. even read the Deſcriptions of ſuch 
Diſaſters, muſt be inclin'd to admit, to fa- 
vour, to applaud ſuch Doctrine and Beha- 
viour. And yet, 150 | 


v. The greateſt Excellence of all 
others, is its Power and Influence to pre- 
pare and fit Men for impartial Enquiry, 
and to make them bear with, and hear- 
ken to each other. It is a great Advan- 
tage to the Diſcuſſion of a Point clearly, 
when avoiding all Heat and Anger, each 
Party is led by the Force of Reaſon on- 

One of the greateſt Obſtacles to the 
Prevalence of Truth, is the deplorable 
Want of | this neceſſary Caution. We 
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generally find that each Side, e'er the 
Controverſy comes near to an Iſſue, is 
blown up into Rage, and the Battle 
drawn after ſome ſmart and keen Inve- 
ctives. Now this Rule put in Practice 
would prevent this Miſchief. No Pro- 
vocations would be given; of conſe- 
quence there could be no Retaliation. 
And much miſtaken I am, if this would 
| not bring us, in a great meaſure, to one 
Communion, as well as one Faith and 
* Profeſſion. Certainly, it is not the Dif- 
1 ficulty of any Thing in Scripture that 
D makes the Difference, at leaſt keeps it 
| up ; but 0 Strength of Prejudice and 
| Paſſion, the want of being able to enter 
into the Merits of the Cauſe, with due 
Temper, and Chriſtian Forbearance. At 
| | leaſt, if this Method will not do, no 
other can, not ought,  _ 


"Theſe are the ſeveral Inſtances which 
prove what I propoſed to prove; v2. 
the great Wiſdom of the Author of this 
moſt excellent Rule. In Caſe we are in- 
vaded or injured, or otherwiſe abuſed, 
or in Danger, either in our own. private 
Affairs, or in Conjunction with the Bo- 
dy Politick, we muſt defend our ſelves 
5 by all poflible and lawful Means. But 
= in Defence of the Goſpel we muſt uſe 
no Force, no Violence, no Compulſion 
at 
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at all. Here the Truth, the Reaſon, the 
Authority of the Thing itſelf, is to be 
Our whole Armour. And agreeable to 
the Peace, Charity, Excellence and ſu- 
perior Wiſdom of the Doctrine, muſt 
our Addreſs be. That fo the Paſſions of 
Men, inſtead of being rais'd and ruffled, 
may either lye ſtill, or if they ſhould 
move and toſs a little, they may ſoon re- 
poſe and ſettle ; that ſo a ready Paſſage 
may lie open to their Reaſon and Judg- 
ment, and their Hearts may be won by 
the ſecret Force, and ſoft Engagements 
of good Manners, and kind affectionate 
Behaviour. 8 


Secondly, St. Paul's Charge to Timo- 
thy, 2 Epiſt. ii. 2. is, That the things be 
had heared of him among many witneſſes, - 
the ſame he ſhould commit to faithful men, 
who ſhall be able to teach others. And 
he bids him ſtudy to ſhow himſelf ap- 

proved of God; a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. As yet there was no Ca- 
non of the New Teſtament, ſo that all 
a Convert had to depend on, was what 
had been delivered to him from the 
Mouth of others. We find a ſmall Epi- 
tome, 1 Tim. iii. 16. Great (ſays he) is 

the myſtery of godlineſs; and then he enu- 
2 D2 merrates 


ce 


+ — —— 


merates theſe Particulars: God was ma- 
e in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, 
ſeen of Angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the World, received up into 
Glory, Theſe Facts the Apoſtles bore 
Witneſs to, Theſe, and what farther is 
taught in the Goſpels, and other. Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles, true. Miniſters are 
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j to inſiſt on, and to deliver faithfully, 

1 without Mixture, Addition or Diminu- 

8 - | tion. And plain, it is, that in this part 

j of their Duty there could not be much 

| Danger of Miſtake, eſpecially where 

9 ſuch preparatory Care was taken, that 

they ſhould be throughly inſtructed here- 

* in, before they were admitted into the 

i Order, | EE 

i Secondly, Acts ix. 22. It is ſaid, St. Paul 
j greatly confounded the Fews, proving to 
them that this is Chriſt. This is another 

: neceſſary Part of Knowledge. But then 

| it muſt be conſidered, that the Writings 

| of the Jeiviſb Prophets are few: So that 
N to collect out of them the Paſſages rela- 
iing to our Saviour, is a Work of no 
ö great Time or Difficulty. They afford, 

N indeed, plain and undeniable Proofs of 


Chriſtianity: And are ſo contrived, as 
to give the cleareſt Conviction, and the 
greateſt Delight at the ſame Time. The 

| 2 3 | | Birth, = 
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Birth, the Time of that Birth, Doctrine, 
Manner of Life, Trial, Paſſion, Reſur- 
rection, Aſcenſion, with many other 
Things, are as legible, and do as exactly 
agree with the Hiſtory of him, as 
if all the Dexterity and Policy on Earth 
had been employed and racked on pur- 
Ru Theſe | evra Characters, and theſe 
Prophecies, fo evidently fulfill'd, may 
be exhibited to the View, and levell'd to 
all Capacities. And this certainly can be 
no hard Taſk to him that is converſant 
in theſe Writings, and in the Hiſtories of 
the Times to which they relate. At the 
ſame time it muſt be obſerved that God, 
by Virtue of his Foreſight, hath in- 
ſerted here other viſible Marks of his 
own Hand. He hath laid the Founda- 
tion ſo deep, as to afford room for the 
Induſtry of Men of the moſt ſearchin! 
and ſurprizing Genius. So that wh 
Science ſhould arrive at ſuch a Point, 
Mien might have the Satisfaction to find 

how much the Word of God had out- 
run the ſlow Progreſs of Arts, and 
could make their own Improvements 
bear Witneſs to its Veracity. - 8 


3. The Arguments for natural Reli- 
gion (as it is called) for the Being of a 
God, and a Providence, are ſuch, as 
1 can- 
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not but be aſſented to; ſuch as with due 
Attention every Man muſt underſtand. 
Our own Reaſon cultivated aright, and 


kept clear of Paſſion, is a ſure Guide 


here; for which the Heathens were in- 
excuſable in deſerting the Worſhip of 
God, ſo clearly pointed out by the Light 
of Nature. All other Duties are the re- 
ſult of the particular Relations we ſtand 
in; natural Senſe teaches them, and 
though they are both extenſive and nu- 
merous, yet upon proper Application 
are they eaſy to be underſtood. To con- 
vince Men, therefore, of the Reaſona- 
bleneſs and Neceſſity of theſe, to inforce 
the Practiſe of them by the Promiſes and 
Threats of the Goſpel, could be no hard 
Matter, eſpecially as there is, by the 
Correſpondence of the Reaſon and Sen- 
timents of one Man with thoſe of ano- 
ther, and of all with the Law of Truth, 
ſuch Conſonance, ſuch Agreement, as 
muſt confirm and ratify whatever could 
be propoſed upon theſe Grounds, 
| 8 


4. The End of Revealed Religion, 
the whole Oeconomy of the Redempti- 
on of Mankind is ſo clear, the whole Se- 
ries of Providence is ſo linked together, 
every Injunction in the whole Inſtitution 
does ſo plainly tend, one way or other, 
tO 
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to promote the Cauſe of Truth, that 
the Excellence, the divine Authority of 
the latter, is as capable of being proved, 
and affording Satisfaction to the virtuous 
Enquirer, as the former. Every Thing, 
great or ſmall, is built upon this Rock, 
or 1s the moſt apt way of leading us to 
it, and as ſuch, muſt yield ſufficient 
Matter for the Preacher, and at the ſame 
time clear Evidence of its Extraction, 
All the way we go, one Thing bears 
Teſtimony to another. The divine In- 
terpoſition 1s proved neceſſary from that 
total Corruption of good Senſe and Rea- 
ſon, which 1s to be ſeen in Heathen 
Poets, Hiſtorians and Philoſophers: This 
Interpoſition clearly accounts for both 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian Diſpenſations: 


Theſe, together with the great Igno- 


rance of Men, prove the Neceſſity of 
Teachers; and both the Method they 
were to make Ulſe of, and the Things 
they were to inculcate, are all akin, ad- 
voance the ſame Deſign, and will, at laſt, 
end in a moſt clear and full Manifeſta- 
tion of God's infinite Wiſdom, Righte- 
ouſneſs and Truth, in the Government 
of the World. 1 
Thus inſtructed in the right way of 
Addreſs, and prepar d with ſuitable Vir- 
tues and Recommendations; thus armed 
| FS: . 
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in the Cauſe of Truth, and backed with 
the Power of God himſelf, were theſe 


Meſſengers of Peace ſent forth to preach. 
Deceit or Cunning they uſed not, that 


had ruined their own Deſign; Art, other 


Art than naked Truth, they would nor 


need. There was, in what they taught, 


ſomething, as to its Novelty, ſurprizing 
and ſtartling ; and yet ſomething beſides 
that being tendered in the moſt gentle 
Terms, and gracious Manner, was, when 
it came to be ſurveyed, ſtrangely moving 
and affecting. If it appeared contemp- 
tible at the firſt Look, at the ſecond it 
was binding: That odd Face, which 
ſeemed Fooliſhneſs, and was a Stum- 


bling- block, upon a cloſer View chang- 


ed its Appearance. It was now calm, 
peaceful, rational, and had much Grace 
and Sweetneſs in it; The nearer you ap- 
proached, the more winning and enga- 
ging were its Features; until at laſt, up- 
on Intimacy, it roſe full upon you, with 
all the Force of Authority, Majeſty and 


Goodneſs to be conceived: 


Let us now look out for the proper 


Concluſion from what hath been ſaid. 


You may remember, I propoſed, in the 
Third Place, to ſhow what were the ne- 


dained, 


| ceflary Qualifications of Men to be or- 
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dained. St. Paul ſays, 2 Tim. ii. 24- 
The ſervant of God muſt not ſtrive, but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
in meekneſs inſirutting thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves. From which it is plain, how 
much this Temper is infiſted on. How 
wiſe a Rule it is, how. ſerviceable it 
might be to the Cauſe of Religion, to 
the eſtabliſhing Right and Truth in all 
Reſpects, I appeal to the Obſervations 
made, and to general Opinion upon this 
Head. What is true in regard of this 
Diſpoſition, is true of the Learning of 
ſuch Men, and their Aptneſs to teach. 
This Concluſion, therefore, may be fair- 
ly drawn, viz. that theſe alſo are ſure 
and irrefragable Confirmations of the 
divine Intention, Power and Authority 
of the Order, FFV 
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there are two things ſo eſſential to the 


are the ſame in reſpect of the Soul, that 
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—— 


DISCOURSE IV. 
Orwichſtanding what hath been 


; ſaid of the Neceſſity of right 
Knowledge, and other uſeful Literature; 


right Uſe of theſe when we have them, 
that I hardly think them Qualifications 
without them; and theſe are perfect 
Diſintereſtedneſs and Impartiality. The 
Deſign of Religion is, to lead us to the 
Knowledge and Love of Truth; in the 
purſuit of which we cannot poflibly 
meet with greater Hindrances than thoſe, 
which in ſpite of all our Pains and Care 
have ſuch Power over our Aﬀections, as 
to biaſs our Judgments, and pervert our 
Enquiries. It is for this reaſon that our 
Lord, among many other Cautions, gave 
this excellent one, Luke xi. 35. Take heed 
that the light that is in thee, be not dark- 
neſs. The Rule is to be apply'd to both 
the Underſtanding and Conſcience, which 


3 the 
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the Eye is in . of the Body. If a 
Man's Underſtanding is weak or deprav'd, 
or his Conſcience ſtupified, he is not only 
loſt to all Improvement in Religion, and 
in a State of Blindneſs and Inſenſibility, 
but likewiſe ſubject to be led into a thou- 
ſand Miſtakes and Miſchiefs, which in 
other Circumſtances he would ſhun and 
abhor. Theſe are that inward Light 
which our Lord adviſes us to take care 
of; which our preſent Happineſs is very 
much, and our future will be entirely 
determin'd by. „ 

It will therefore be convenient, before 
we ſtep further, to ſhew, 1. What are 
the Cauſes by which the Minds of Men 
are darkened. 2. The great Miſchiefs 
ariſing from that Darkneſs; and conſe- 
quently, 3. The Neceſſity of this moſt 
excellent Direction. „ 
Now the firſt Cauſe why there is ſo 
much Darkneſs in the Minds of Men, is 
natural Ignorance. Tho' Laws are found- 
ed in the higheſt Reaſon and Wiſdom: 
if thoſe to whoſe Practice they are pro- 
| ang, are not able to diſcern the Excel- 
| lence of them, they are of little or no 
value to them. So that the Sources of 
human Errors are the want of Inſtructi- 
on, Learning and Penetration ; the want 
of Attention and Conſideration; ſome- 

OED times 
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times the want of Faculties themſelves; 
but more, much more the want of exer- 
_ cifing their Faculties; but moſt of all 
the want of outward Means neceſſary to 
all, notwithſtanding the beſt natural 
Parts. For though the Mind itſelf be 
never ſo excellent, it can only operate ac- 
cording to the Compaſs and Extent of 
its own Knowledge. If therefore this 
is too ſhort ; if any thing that is requiſite 
to make the Truth appear; if any one 
Circumſtance that would alter the Caſe 
be left out, the Judgment it makes muſt 
be wrong. So that as all Circumſtances 
are neceſſarily ro be known, all things 
_ that are helpful to us in knowing them 
are likewiſe neceſſary. Therefore though 
a Man's judgment be naturally ever ſo 
ſtrong and clear, yet except he takes 
proper means to underſtand all Circum- 
ſtances, his Notions muſt be lame and 
imperfect. In ſhort, unleſs to his natural 
Abilities he add ſuch a proper degree of 
Application as is needful, his Determina- 
tions muſt be abſurd and fooliſh. 
2. Beſides, we often imbibe ſuch ſtrong 
Prejudices, either from a partial Opinion 
of ourſelves, or of a Side to which we 
have been uſed to adhere, or from a Love 
of ſecular Advantage; that we are 
averſed from embracing any thing that is 
| inconſiſtent 
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inconſiſtent with theſe, and therefore are 
loth to diſtruſt our Caſe and to examine 
into the Grounds and Reaſons of our 
Opinions; and if we do examine them, 
we are eaſily ſatisfied with any little plau- 
ſible Appearance of Reaſon on our fide. 
And hence it happens, that all that 
Weight which Truth ſhould have upon 
us, all thoſe Motives that ought to draw 
and lead us, are by this means rendered 
ineffectual. This is the reaſon we find it 
impoſſible to drive Men from an abſurd 
Opinion, which themſelves have long 
lived. in, and their Anceſtors lived and 
died in. More eſpecially there are two 
things which have a peculiar Power to 
darken the Underſtanding, I mean Co- 
vetouſneſs, and Pride. When Mofes is 
deſcribing the proper Office of a Judge: 
Thou - ſhalt not take a. gift, (ſays he) 
becauſe a gift blinds the eyes. of the wiſe, 
Solomon ſays, Ecclel. vii. 7. A gift deſtroy- 
eth the heart. The meaning is, the co- 
vetous Man is eaſily drawn to careſs or 
cheriſh any. Opinion or Perſuaſion that 
he thinks will prove profitable. He is 
born down by aſtrong Paſſion for Lucre, 
and 1 905 will overlook and neglect 
every thing that might trouble his Con- 
ſcience; or he will be induſtrious to flatter 
himſelf, and ſo ſooth his n 
under 
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under the moſt manifeſt Incongruities. 
Pride has the ſame Effect, not only as it 
expoſes the Man to all the Temptations 
incident to its own nature, but as it 
renders him, when he is wrong, incapable 
of diſtruſting himſelf, fills him with 
Scorn, Arrogance and Confidence, makes 
him dare to trample on Truths which 


other Men revere, and fit down in quiet 
and full Aſſurance, that he is, and muſt. 


be in the right. What is worſe, theſe 

Cauſes ſteal into our Judgments, and 
diſpoſe and turn them ſo eaſily and inſen- 
ſibly, that we ſeldom feel or diſcover the 


Miſchief that is done, bug believe we are 


doing right, when the Teverſe is our caſe. 
Our greater Misfortune is, that they not 
only deceive us inſenſibly, but ſtrongly 
fix and meet us in our Perſuaſions. We 
have a ſad Inſtance of this in the Beha- 


viour of the Jeus to their Meffab. They 


had lived not only under the comfortable 
Hope of regaining their Liberty when he 
came, bur likewiſe of putting the whole 
World under them. They promiſed 
themſelves great Riches and much Glory, 
and therefore were not to be reconciled 
to that humble Condition in which he 
appear d. And hence neither the Pro- 
phecies ſo plainly fulfilled in his coming, 

TOOL ot e 
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nor all the Miracles he wrought, were 
able to ſurmount theſe Prejudices. 
Za, and loftly, To theſe we may add 
all exceſs in ſenſual Pleaſures, and all In- 
temperance: whatever. For theſe not 
only impair the Faculties by Degrees, 
but are all the while a Clog, a dead 
Weight upon the Mind, and make it 
_ almoſt incapable of thinking. 

But, 2. The ſad Effects of all this are, 
1. That Men for want of better Infor- 
mation, whatever that is owing to, will 
ſo far fall ſhort of the Knowledge of 
true Wiſdom, or true Religion. How 
many do we ſee perfectly ignorant of the 
Evidence of its Truth, of the Excellence 
of its Laws, and of its Weight, Impor- 
tance and Neceſſity? How many ſcoff 
at and ridicule it, for no other reaſon - 
than becauſe they never gave themſelves 
time to underſtand it? Or rather becauſe 
through vain Preſumption, and blind 
Self- love, they muſt needs fancy them- 
ſelves of ſuperior Underſtanding to all 
who profeſs and admire it? Solomon's 
Words, Prov. 1.20. may be aptly applied 
here: Wiſdom crieth without, ſhe utterethß 
her voice in A e Ho long, ye ſimple 
ones, will ye love fimplicity, and ſcorners 
delight in ſcorning, and fools hate know- 
ledge? . . e i SO 
. 2. Another 
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love, that when we have made any one 
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2. Another Misfortune is, that many 
who diſcern not the true Excellence and 
Nature of it, either of themſelyes or by 
the Impoſition of others, will frame to 


themſelves other things in- its room, 
This was the unhappy Caſe of the: Jews, | 


who followed the Tiaditions and Corru * 
tions of their Doctors, neglecting 
ſubſtantial, rational and chief part & the 
Law. And this is the unhappy Caſe of 
Be Papiſts at this Day, who for Works 
Supererogation, for things of mere 
OE Invention, have exchanged or ſet 
aſide the neceſſary and eſſential Parts of 
Chriſtianity + 
3. Another Inconvenience is, that Men, 
for want of better Information, will not 
only be cool and indifferent in general, or 
elſe liable to be impoſed on by cunning 
and deſigning Men; but likewiſe to be 
carried away with every new. Doctrine, 
and to be ſplit into a thouſand Sects of 
. Tenets and Denominations. And 
then, 8 
4. As their Prejudices grow ſtronger, 
the warmer will their Zeal be for their 
p n Opinions, and their Averſion to thoſe 
others; till at laſt no Learning, no 
"ay no Induſtry, can remove or leſſen 
their Bigottry. For ſo powerful i is Self- 


way 
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way of thinking our own, when we 
have once adopted it, we mult. love it, 
we cannot bear with any thing that 
oppoſes it, we muſt not ſuſpe& its Ex- 
cellence. Tis new and dear to us, and 
we cannot help claſping it with Affection 
and Ardour; eſpecially if our ſecular In- 
tereſt, Credit or Honour is interwoven 
with it, we are then drawn with double 
Cords. We can no more depart from it, 
than from our own greateſt Concern, our 

__ own Welfare and Happineſs; ſo that our 
Eyes are here cloſed ( you ſee ) againſt all 
Arguments that can be urged. And thus 
the groſſeſt Opinions, the moſt apparent 
Abſurdities, may be fixed and eſtabliſhed 
upon a Rock that is inacceſſible and im- 
pregnable. And thus we may account 
for the humerousPraſelytes to Scepriciſm, 
the Corruptions and Bigotry of Popery, 
and the Diviſions and Attachment of the 
generality of Proteſtants : They are the 
Produce of Men governed by Paſlion 
inſtead of Reaſon. And the Pertinence 
of our Lord's Direction appears hence; 
that their Principles and Practices are the 
Conſequence of Neglect, Inattention, 
Pride, Prejudice, Self- conceit, Intereſt 
and Ambition; which inſenſibly turn and 
rule their Minds, though they appear to 
themſclves to proceed upon a ſure Foun- 
5 5 dation 
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dation, and to enjoy the cleareſt Light. 
Take heed, ſays he, that the Light that is 
in thee be not darkneſs; as in all theſe 
_ Caſes it is, the greateſt Darkneſs, being 
not the reſult of diligent Search, or im- 
partial Enquiry, but the reſult of their 
own Vices, Luſts and Paſſions © 
We come now in the third Place to 
_ conſider the excellent Uſes that may be 
made of this Caution. And the firſt is 
this, vis. That we ſhould take care 
above all things of our natural Faculties, 
by guarding againſt Exceſs, Intempe- 
rance, Debauchery; againſt every thing 
that may weaken or impair their native 
Force and Vigor. 2. That we be careful to 
embrace all Opportunities of improving 
them to the bell and fincerely and ho- 
neſtly apply them to thoſe Uſes and Pur- 
poſes for which they were given. 
Buy this means we ſhall be the leſs liable 
and the leſs inclined to run into any erro- 
neous: Opinions, into which either the 
Subtilty of others or our own Ignorance 
might betray us. | 5 
2. That we be careful to avoid every 
Thing that is vicious, or ſinful; leſt having 
committed what we dread, or care not 
to think of, what we are ſelf- condemned 
for, what our Conſciences would impeach 
and upbraid us with, we ſhould grow 
fearful 


* 
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fearfuloflending Attention to them. Thus 
ſome Men are accuſtomed to fly from 
themſelves and from their Conſciences; 
till at laſt they arrive at ſuch a Pitch of 
Neglect and Diſuſe, and are lulled into 
ſuch a ſtate of Inſenſibility, that their 
Conſcience is of no Uſe, no Advantage 
to them. This was David's Caſe. He 
condemned the Crime, and vowed Re- 
venge, little — himſelf to be 
guilty, till the Prophet awaked and 
rouſed him out of his Lethargy. And 
this I believe is every other Man's Caſe in 
a greater or leſs Degree. We have Faults 
and Errors, but are ſo willing to think 
well of. ourſelves, we love not to ſearch 
into them. Tis here we are apt to be 

too tender, to paſs all over without Ex- 
amination, like Men in deſperate Circum- 
ſtances that dread to look into their Ac- 
counts, and yet ſooth themſelves with 
falſe Hopes and vain Expectations. And 
as this is a common failing, ſo the next 
Uſe to be made of this Rule is; that we 
ſhould beware of thus flying from our 
ſelves; that we ſhould try and ſearch 
our own Hearts, and ſuffer no Fault 
to lurk there in Secreſy and without Di- 
ſturbance. 8 5 


2 3. That 
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3. That we avoid Self-deceit and Party- 
Prejudice. Tis a grievous, though com- 
mon Frailty to be blinded in our ſelves; 
it is one of the greateſt Foibles of human 


Nature. Nothing can be a ſtronger Ar- 


gument of an Underſtanding clouded 
and benighted, than when a Man is ſo 
fond of himſelf, that his Faults, though 
monſtrous, are hid from his Eyes; or 
when his Opinions, however abſurd, are 
yet not to be ſuſpected becauſe they are 
his. - And yet this Fondneſs for ourſelves 
and for our Opinions, is not only a very 
common Caſe, but what leads Men into 
very ſtrange and perverſe Notions, and 
when that is done, fixes and rivets them 
in thoſe Notions. Every Man is deſirous 


his own way ſhould be beſt, and there- 


fore is willing to perſuade himſelf it 
really is ſo ; not ſeeing that it is his Par- 
tiality to himſelf that makes him think 
ſo, that makes him ſo ready to compli- 
ment his own Judgment, and admire 
and adore his own Opinion. This is the 
Reaſon we have ſo many Sects in Religion, 
and each ſo poſitive of being right. So 
much Difference would not happen, were 
it not, that inſtead of right Judgment, 


ſound Reaſon, and true Principles, Men 
were apt to miſtake their own uncertain 


Opinione for them, and to maintain them 
with 
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with as much Zeal, as if we were infal- 
lible. This therefore is another Uſe to 
be made of this Rule, that we ſhould 
not be too ſure, too confident, too po- 
fitive in any Caſe, till we have examined 
ourſelves throughly; and are ſure that 
we are neither miſled by others, nor have 
any thing in us that can poſſibly miſlead 
us; till we are certain, that the thing we 
call Light, Reaſon, Knowledge, Judg- 
ment, and fancy we poſſeſs it in-a larger 
tee than others, is not Darkneſs, is 
not Self-deceit, is not Miſtake or Errot, 
occaſioned by Prejudice, or by Partiality, 
2 to ourſelves or others. But above 
4. That we ſhun Pride and Vanity, 

the two moſt common, moſt pernicious 
Vices that infeſt Mankind, and lead 
them into Follies and Errors of all Shapes 
and Sizes. For what is there which Men 
of this Turn are not willing to believe of 
themſelves? What is there ſo Profane 
and Impious, which, provided they can 
be ſingular in it, they will not preſume to 
alledge and maintain? Proud and baughty 
corners is their name, Prov. xxi. 24. and 
Prov. xxx. 13. There is a generation, O 

bow lofty are their eyes, and their eye-lids 
hfted up! What Confidence in their-own 
Strength! What Aſſurance of their great 
E 3 Wisdom! 


— 
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Wiſdom! What Self-ſufficiency and 


Contempt of others! What Change, 
what Alteration is to be made in them! 


Darkneſs, Egyptian Darkneſs is their 


Portion, and never to be diſpelled till 
Pride and Vanity, the two moſt obſtinate 
Evils, are by Age, Sickneſs, or other 


Diſaſter, reduced to Sobriety, and a ſub- - 


miſſive and tractable Temper is N 
ced in their room. $ 
Theſe are the ſeveral chings we are 


cautioned againſt, and which, notwith- 


ſtanding the beſt Religion, founded upon 
the cleareſt Evidence, have produced 
Apoſtacy, Corruption, Schiſm, Liber- 
tiniſm, Infidelity; fruſtrated the bleſſed 


Influence of our holy Faith, and fur- 


niſhed her Adverſaries with Arguments 


(ſuch as they are ) againſt her. 
that our Saviour's Rule you ſee is Sr 


[a arty and may in other Words be thus 


reſt. 
Beware of Senſuality, Prejudice, Selt- 
deceit, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Pride. 
That ſo your Judgments may, (as far as 
your preſent Condition will allow) be 


Free and juſt; that ſo ye may walk in 


the Paths of Truth without turning to 


the right Hand or to the left; that ſo 
* Religion may be pure and ſubſtan- 


tial; ; 
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tial; that ſo your Conſciences may be 
quick. and apprehenſive ; that ſo you 
may know and do the Will of God 
ſincerely.and conſtantly; and afrer your 
honeſt Endeavours here, be admitted into 
his glorious Kingdom, where there ſhall 
be no more Darkneſs for ever, 


DIS- 
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# Muſt now reſume what I propoſed, - 
and what led me into this Digreſſi- 
on, The Neceflity of Diſintereſtedneſs 
and Impartiality. This muſt be allow- 
ed from what hath been obſerved upon 
the forementioned Rule. Yet it will nor, 
erhaps, be thought amiſs, if I illu- 
Hikes this Point ſomewhat farther, and 
ſhow how amply theſe two Things are 
ſtill more provided for, by the general 
Tenor of the Chriſtian Doctrine. To 
do this, I ſhall conſider what was the 
Practice of Philoſophers, and others, as 
to this Matter, and how they were led 
. from it: Secondly, The Inconveniencies 
| - ariſing hence: And, Thirdly, How Chri- 
| ſtianity differs from them. 1 
6 | 


{ I. Then, in all Profeſſions and Pre- 
W tences to Philoſophy, there muſt be ſome 
one End at which they all aim, and to 
which, by the Pains they take, they 
plainly own great Honour is due, and in 
| which 
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which they think great Excellence is 
contained. On this, or the Opinion of 
it, the Reputation of the Profeſſion de- 
- pends, and muſt be ſupported by it. To 
this, therefore, a Claim each will make. 
What is more, however ſhort they fall 
of the main End, the Honour of it 
they muſt have. And no doubt their 
Eagerneſs to obtain the laſt, was the 
chief Reaſon they miſſed the other. It was 
hence when any one was enter'd into any 
dect among the Heathen Philoſophers, 
he was obliged to ſwear to maintain its 
Tenets. So that the Intereſt and Repu- 
tation of the Set muſt be guarded, let 


the Doctrine be true or falſe. Luoretius 


compliments. Epicurus, calling him a 
Sun ſhining among, andeclipfing the lit- 
tle Stars around him. Certainly he was 
much more zealous for the Honour of 
the. Se, than convinced. of the Excel- 
lence of what he taught. . ee rep 

Now the Obſervation I would have 
made hence, is, That the Mind, under 
ſuch Prejudice and Attachment, was not 
only unfitted for the Search and Recep- 
tion of. Truth, but likewiſe how eafily 
it is led away from the Thing it ſhould 
have attended to. Knowledge, Wiſdom, 
Excellence, are fine Things, if they 
_ could be obtained. But the — 


A 
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theſe Men were in ſuch Haſte to procure 
the Credit of them, that they neither 
ſufficiently regarded the Things them- 
ſelves, nor took right Means to attain * 
them. The great Honour which at- 
tends the Reputation of them, ſhone 
bright: Upon this they ſoon fix d their 
Eyes, and in the dazling Blaze loſt Sight 
of the other. 84755 


II. Amidſt Contentions for particular 
Opinions, Why ſo much Warmth and 
Animoſity ? Why your Opinion better 
than mine? Why ſuch Indignation, be- 
cauſe I am not in your way of thinking? 
Why, when perhaps neither of us are in 
the right, muſt we needs quarrel? Is it 
not this Love of excelling, that hurries 
us on, that will perſuade us we muſt be 
in the right, before we have allowed 
our ſelves proper Time, or uſed right 
Means? 1 
III. If true Honour conſiſts in the 
Ability and Reſolution to follow ſtrictly, 
and adhere rigidly to the Rule of Right, 
how comes it to paſs that ſo many claim 
the firſt, though they neither regard nor 
underſtand the latter? Is it not becauſe 
they are led off from the Thing itſelf, 
and in the. State of Mind they are in, 
e aſcribe 
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aſcribe that to Title, Place or Family, 
which in Strictneſs belongs to this only? 
Whence ſuch thirſting after Riches, 
Grandeur, Power, but that they are ac- 
companied with ſuch Eſteem and Glory, 
as the greateſt real Perfection deſerves? 
While the proper Care to cultivate the 
Mind, to free it from Biaſs and Corrup- 
tion, and to keep it firm and ſteddy in 
the Love of Truth, is omitted; though 

this is that true Excellence, that main 
Point that ſhould be contended for? 
F | 


Secondly, Without this there is, there 
can be no Virtue, no Honour, no Reli- 
gion. The whole of theſe depends up- 
on this one Thing. The Inconveniencies 
and Miſchiefs, therefore, if this is neg- 
lected, muſt be extreamly great, and the 
World, in proportion to ſuch Neglect, 

| a Scene of Vanity and Wickedneſs. Zeal 
for Religion, will be Zeal for falſe Opini- 
ons; _—_ an abſurd Notion; and 
Learning a Light, whoſe Rays are inter- 
cepted and loſt. So that in human Life you 
will have Show, Pageantry, Praiſe, Bigo- 
try, Glory, Perſuaſion, Pleaſure, Confi- 
dence, but nothing real, nothing truly va- 
luable. And beſides, the Minds of Men are 
miſinformed, and miſemployed all the 
1 \  - while, 
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while, the Conſequence of which muſt be 
their own Ruin and Deſtruction. Now to 
prevent theſe pernicious Effects, and to 
bring the World to a better State, is the 
Deſign of Chriſtianity ; - and for this 
Reaſon, it —_ forbids the Love of 

ls it Enmity with 
God, and makes the bringing our ſelves 
to a. quite contrary Diſpoſition, an indiſ- 
penſable Duty, a Service we muſt be 


bent and intent upon. The Reaſon of 
this will hereafter appear fully. | 


When our Lord had been telling bis 


| Diſciples what ſhould happen to him, 
and Peter, whoſe Views and Expecctati- 


ons were ſecular, ſaid, Far be it from 
thee, Lord, this ſhall not be unto thee: 
His Anſwer is, Get thee behind me, Sa- 
tan, thou art an offence to me; 5 Jr thou 


ſavoureſt not the things that be of God, 


but the things that be 7 men, Matth. xvi. 
21, 22, 23. In another Place he ſays, 
M boſoe ver ſhall not recei ve the kingdom 
heaven as a little child, ſball — enter 
therein. The Apoſtle's Words are, 


1 John ii. 15. Love not the world, wake 


the things that are in the world: If any 
man love the world, _ love 2 the Fatt 
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Why is the Love of Praiſe, Eſteem, 
and the uppermoſt Room reproved with 
ſo much Severity in the Phariſees? Why, 
| when the Lawyer came, and expected 
Applauſe from the 3 Courſe of 
his Life, muſt he needs ſell all, and di- 
Aribute it to the poor? And how is it ea- 
fier _— a camel to go through the eye of a 
than for à rich man to enter into 

os kingdom * beaven? Luke xviii. 22. 
The Anſwer to all this is, I think, very 
obvious. Through the Love of theſe 
Things it is, that Men are led from the 
true Point. What is more, while the 
Mind is under any Attachment, any Bi- 
aſs, any Prejudice, any Deſire: of either 
one Thing, or another that would draw 
it away, it is not in a right Condition. 


It is not in a Capacity either to ſearen 


out, or adhere to the Rule of Right. To 
be able to do this compleatly and per- 
fectly, it muſt be entirely free. A total 
Submiſſion to the Law of Truth, will 
admit of no partial, no imperfect Reſo- 
lution ; but demands an abſolute Reſig- 
nation of all Intereſts, Views or Conf. 
derations whatever. It is true, the Diſ- 

ciples not perceiving then, into what 
cheſe laſt Words were to be explained, 

nor whither they tended, thought it a 


hard Saying: And Commentators ſince 
have 
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have endeavoured to ſoften the Expreſ- 
ſion. But the Words, in the Circum-' 
ſtances they were ſpoken, were ſtrictly 
true ; and what the Converts afterwards, 
ſelling what they had, and living in 
common, ſhewed might be underſtood 
ſo. It was impoſſible to liſt under the 
Banners of Chriſt, and to be an Inſtru- 
ment of propagating the Faith, with- 
out firſt parting with what a Man had, 
and laying aſide all Regard to the preſent 
World. And if the Caſe required that a 
Man ſhould be ſo diveſted, it is plain 
the Rich could not enter. And though 
this Doctrine was particularly given to 
the Diſciples, who were to ſuffer Perſe- 
cution and Death for the Goſpel, yet is 
it applicable to all Men, in the Senſe, and 
m5 5 the Deſign mentioned ; for who- 
ever acts according to that Goſpel, muſt 
cleave to this Rule. He that bers Fa- 
ther or mother more than me, is not worthy 
of me. He that loveth ſon or daughter 
more than me, is not worthy of me. He 
that taketh not his croſs and followeth after 
me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth 
his life ſhall loſe it, and he that loſeth bis 
life for my ſake, ſhall find it, Matth. x. 
37. i. e. He muſt be abſolutely diſinte- 
reſted, No Regard to the Eſteem or 
Sentiments of Men, no Deſire of Riches 
or Honours, no Ties of —_— no 
. | re- 
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Pretences, no Conſiderations at all, muſt 

be able to move or affect him. 5 
Thus you ſee how Mankind, Philo- 
ſophers as well as others, have been 
drawn from the true Point, and likewiſe 
the Inconveniencies thence ariſing : You 
ſee likewiſe how Chriſtianity recals them, 
and puts them into the right Way : And 
now, 2. The Thing I urge hence is, 
that it is neceſſary this Doctrine ſhould 
be moſt ſtrenuouſly and induſtriouſly in- 

... HTS TED | 

Some Men, from the great Preſſures 
they labour under, are ſubject to be too 
anxious about their worldly Affairs, and 
to be tempted to free themſelves from 
ſuch Preſſures by any Means: Others, by 
their Occupations, are obliged to Applica- 
tion, and Application oft breeds Eagerneſs 
and Contention, and conſequently other 
bad Effects: Others are bleſt with For- 
tune and Eaſe, and are therefore expoſed 
to many Temptations from ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, as from the Objects of Pride and 
worldly Ambition: All which give a 
wrong Turn to the Mind, and oft draw 
Men into the moſt heinous Vices and 
Enormities. To this we may add, that 
Truth is oft a Point much involved, and 
not viſible to every Eye, together with 
the many Cauſes by which the Under- 
ſtandings of Men are much darkned, 
= men- 
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mentioned in the laſt Diſcourſe. | In 2 
theſe Circumſtances of the World, (4 


plication, Opportunity or Ability tus 
Generaliry would want, and could not 

otherwiſe have, might. be ſupplied by 
the Study, Diligence and Improvement 
of others appointed for that Purpoſe: 
It muſt be a great Advantage they have 
Men ſeparated from the Hurry of Buſi- 
neſs, that they may be ever ready to 
warn them, and keep their Eyes fixed on 
the main Thing; and that the Word of 
God is for this Reaſon conſtantly read 
and preached to them: It is happy that 

theſe Men are obliged, above all others, 

to live in Temperance and Sobriety, 
that ſo they may keep their Faculties 
ſtrong and lively; that they are diſen- 
gaged and removed from ſecular Affairs, 
that ſo they may be under no Tempta- 
tion to Biaſs or Corruption; and that 
their whole Employment 1s agrepable 8 
their Profeſſion, the Knowledge and 
Practice of Truth; in which the more 

they ſtudy to excel, the more they muſt 
of Conſequence promote the common 


+ 


Welfare. Te are the, ſalt of the earth, 
ſays our Lord, but if the ſalt have left its 
favour, it is thenceforth good for nothing, 
but to be caſt forth, and to be trodden p | 


fay.) it is well contrived, that what Ap- _ 


der foot of "men. Ye « . 
world, A city that is ſet on a bill caumt 


and 
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be hid. Neither do men light a candle, , 
and put it under à buſhel, but on 4 can 
 dleftick, and it giveth light to all that are 
in the houſe. Let your hight ſo ſhine before 
men, . that they may ſee your good-works, 
and glorify your Father which is in hea- 


N Lafth, Though this Method has not 
been ſo effectual as might be wiſhed, nor 


purſued with ſuch Fidelity as was in- 
tended, and might be expected; 
certainly this is another undeniable 
gument of the divine Inſtitution of the 


Order, that it is in itſelf not only excel- 


lent, but neceſſary; and what is more, 


as far as J can ſee, there is, there can be 
no other. And again, allowing that this 
Method has not been ſo effectual as one 


would wiſh, nor purſued in ſuch manner 
as was intended; nay more, allowing 
that, by far the greateſt Number of 
Miniſters, inſtead of keeping cloſe to 
this Doctrine, have been carried away 


in the grand Apoſtacy, and ſought ſecu- 


lar Advantage: Allowing, that for this 
End they 


themſelves in ſo 2 4 made Uſe o 
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bave defaced the Doctrine, 
changed the Deſign, and to 9 
all 
an- 
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manner of Art and Policy, every Thing 
bad Cauſe ; allowing that this is of moſt. 
| Vale Conſequence to the Good of 
et, pray, what muſt be inferred — | 
hat the Order ſhould be « 
On the contrary, it appears henee, that 
there is more want of the DoArine, of | 


that could poſſibly be of Service to a 

ankind, and 5 Prevalence of Truth, 
ed Or the Clriftien Religion ſet aſide? 
its being taught and practiſed, than ever. 


So that if there be any of the Order who 
— 


do teach and inculcate it, 4 
the original Deſign and Intention « 
Authot; if there are an 14893 as ready 
Et 

This is fo far from 8 & Ai 
ment a them (as 218 


modern ) that on the other Hand, 
it is a rery ok Enhancement of the 
Value an Worth of ſuch Men, and of 


their great 0 and — 


518. 
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A NOTHER ſtrong — 
the divine Inſtitution of the Order, 
is the Example which the Cle 


above 
all others are © obliged to ſet; and the true 
Nature of which I ſhall here conſider. 
Integrity, ſobriety, courteſy, condeſ- 
cenſion to feriors, reſpe& an deference 
to Superiors, a deſire to aſſiſt the Weak, 
encourage the Virtuous, and reclaim the 
Bad; theſe, wherever they are, myſtrender 
a Man Ties, gend Coat a Blaze 3 
im. Theſe ities every 

ficient in. the Chriſtian Doctrine muſt = 
have. The Inconveniencies which the 
contrary Vices occaſion, are ſo obvious 
and ſo generally felt, that Men are both 
quick to find and eager to applaud ſuch 
Behaviour. Examples thing ore of this 

ſort can hardly fail bf their due Efficacy. 
But beſides the general Influence of ſuch 
Example, there are ſeveral falſe Notions, 
- prejudicial to the Cauſe of Truth, to be 


reverſed, there are great Miſchiefs occa- 
F 2 - fioned 
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ſioned by them to be removed, and the 
9 poſite Virtues ate to be introduced and 

iſhed among Men. Here then it is, 
hs the greateſt Streſs is to be laid; by 
this the Character of a true Miniſter is to 
be examined; and his diſcharging or not 


_ diſcharging the main Thing incumbent. 


upon him, to be judged and determined. 
The wrong and falſe Notions, ſo pre- 


Judicial to the Cauſe of Truth, are theſe. 


1. That whatever a Man is lawfully 
poſſeſſed of, he may employ * his own 
Uſe only. 

2. That the Diſtinctions of Men, 
ſeparate from good moral Character, are 
ajuſt Title to Eſteem and Honour. 
Theſe two things, without being much 
perceived, are the chief Occaſions of ſo 
much Abſurdity, Weakneſs and Defor- 
mity as we ſee in human Life. 

1. Power often over-rules Right, when 
it is viſible ; and then it meets with the 
Infamy, if not the Penalty it deſerves. 
But there are many Caſes in which it 
does ſo, and yet is not ſeen, When Men 
of accumulated Wealth, or large Eſtate, 


either out of Avarice, or to ſupply the 


Calls of Luxury and Riot, bear hard upon 


their Dependants, it is Injuſtice and Op- 


preſſion, tho perhaps no more is demand- 


ed than was — for. The Cir- 


2 cumſtances 
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cumſtances and Neceſſities of Men may 
force them to make trial of ſuch things, 
as they foreſee will in all likelihood prove 
detrimental. This therefore is taking an 
unfair Advantage of the Weakneſs of 
others, and offending againſt Right, 
though there is a very plauſible Excuſe: 
for it. But the principal thing I aim at 
is, that beſides that for thoſe things 
which are the Rewards of Induſtry, or 
thoſe we have by hereditary Right, or 
the free Gift of others, we are indebted 
to the Publick for the Opportunity of 
procuring or poſſeſſing them ſafely, and 
to Providence for a Bleſſing on the means 
that procured them; beſides this, I ſay, 
the thing we principally inſiſt on is, that 
we ought. to conſider what a Mind in 
right Diſpoſition. would do in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances. And whatever ſuch a Mind 
would do, that in ſtrictneſs we ought to 
do, though there are no Laws in being to 
oblige us to it. Now ſuch a Mind it's 
plain has it in its Power either to gratify | 
the Ends of Ambition or Avarice, or lay- 
ing theſe aſide, of relieving the Diſtreſt, 
raiſing up Multitudes of poor miſerable 
Creatures into a comfortable and happy 
Being, or improving in one way or other 

the common Good. To ſerve the Ends 
of Avarice or Ambition, is only grati- 
| T4 : ug 


fying a Weakneſs; to do this is what 
Reaſon, vhat true Goodneſs dictates, 
what God demands, and what the more 
perfect, the more elevated any Being is, 
the more it muſt approve and defire. 

Now if this be true, then it is plain 


here is another end to be promoted, 


beſides what is generally thought of, 
which if we would acquit ourſelves 


aright, ſhould be by far the Chief, and 


without which we cannot riſe into any 
eee nent 

Tis true, the greateſt Number of Men 

are ſuch as are hard put to it to procure 
Neceſſaries, and therefore theſe have it 
not in their power to promote this end in 
any large degree; and ſeeing ſo little of 
it in the World, tis no wonder they have 
ſmall Apprehenſions of it, or few 
Thoughts about it. Yet the Wiſdom of 
Providence hath ſo ordered it, that even 
theſe Men by their Labour and Induſtry 
do naturally contribute ro publick Weal. 
A ſecond ſort, educated in Buſineſs, and 
intent upon it, muſt conſequently have 
narrow and contracted Notions ; and yet 
the ſame is true of theſe, they advance 
the publick Good, while they are in 
purſuit of their own. A third, are ſuch 
as though they are in Underſtanding high 
enough raiſed to ſee it; yet as it is diſa- 
3 þ grecable 
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grecable to the Love of Pleaſure, Intereſt 
or Grandeur, they had ratheroverlook and 
negle& it. But however Men may pleaſe 
to behave, the thing itſelf is undetiable. 
And therefore tis neceſſary the firſt be 
_ inſtructed in it, ſo as to approve, love 


and promote it according to their — 
or at leaſt that the willing Mind may be 
accepted for what it hath not. Others 
are to be preſſed into it by all proper Me- 
thods, not only becauſe God requires ſuch 
as have i it in their Power, ſhould conſult 
to the utmoſt the Good of others but 
becauſe this very Diſpoſition is a Proof, 
a Conſequence of ſuch intellectual and 
ſpiritual Perfection, as may, and muſt 
he acquired here, and is cficntially. neceſ- 
lay to future Ha «69a | 

2. The ſecon Miſchief i is, chas Di- 
ſtinctions ſeparate from good moral Cha- 
racter, are a juſt Title to Eſteem and Ho- 
nour; and certainly nothing can be more 
pernicious. It — be 2 before 


we make any Remarks under this Head, 


that Diſtinctions are neceſſary, andthere- 
fore that there is a proper Behaviour due, 
according to the Nature of ſuch Diſtin- 
ctions. The Fault complained of is, 
not when due Regard is paid to Rule and 
Order, but when ſuch Power and Influ- 
ence is allowed to Fortune, Figure, or 

1 — , 
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which every Man owes primarily and 
perpetually to the Cauſe of Truth, the 
Good of Men, and the Glory of God, is 


ſunk and loſt in it. 


That this Complaint is not made 
without reaſon, will I believe be readily 
allowed me. Give a Man ſuch a Title, 
Poſt, or Dignity, and how quickly is 


the Weight and Force of it ſeen in the 


officious Obſervance and Obſequiouſneſs 
of all around him; though the Man 


himſelf is the Reverſe of every thing that 
© ſhould recommend him ! What is more, 

| you find the ſame Deference paid, the 
Tame Acknowledgment made, the ſame 


Incongruity.complied with; not only by 
the Low, the Mean, the Servile, but by 


Perſons of every Degree. And again: 


To great Numbers of Rank and Figure, 


as well as others, is it not a Matter of 


ſmall conſequence, what the real moral 
Character of a Man is, provided he has 


the Art of inſinuating himſelf by other 


means into their Approbation and Fa- 


vour? Is not chiming in with their Hu- 
mours, Luſts and Paſſions, the ſureſt way 


to procure their beſt Services? And is 


not this generally ſpeaking, the Road 


taken to gain the Ear, and in conſequence 
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of that, the Power and Intereſt of ſuch 
What Encouragement this gives to 
Vice, what falſe Principles, and perverſe 
Practices it muſt let in upon the World, 
and what a Scene of Weakneſs, Impiety 
and Confuſion the World muſt be, I need 
not obſerve. I appeal to every Man that 
knows it, if this is not the Caſe. And 
therefore you ſee, notwithſtanding what 
Pretences are made to Honour, and I 
know not what Excellence, what num 
bers of Men are Traytors, perfidious 
Traytors one way or other to this Cauſe. 
Mot certainly there is little or no Diffe- 
rence betwixt him who: openly. and pro- 
feſſedly offends herein, and him who 
knowing that, careth ſo little for it, is ſo 
indifferent about it, that he can ſee it 
abuſed and trampled on with Patience, 
and without concern. bob 1 
Nov the thing I unge is, that in this 
Condition, in theſe Circumſtances of 
the World, again it is eaſy to ſee, not 
only what Virtues ſhould be inculcated, 
and what Example ſhewn; but likewiſe 
that it muſt be a Matter of the greateſt 
Moment, that there is an Order of Men 
diſtinguiſhed by a moſt ſacred Character, 
and who are empowered and com- 
miſſioned to warn Men againſt Tempta- 
8 | _ 
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tions, particularly to take heed and 
beware of Covetouſneſs; and to teach 
them, that beſides that, they muſt not 
uſe any unfair means to procure the good 
things of Life; even when they have 
them, when Riches increaſe, inſtead of 
waſting them in riotous and delicious Li- 
ving, or needleſs Diverſions, or vain So-] 
and Appearance; inſtead of theſe, I fay, 
that they ſhould conſider they are only 
lent, and ſhould be employed for_the 
Benefit of others as well as themſelves; 
particularly, that they ſhould relieve 
ſuch Wants as many may be reduced to, 
not by any Fault of their own, but by 
the Miſcondu& and Wickedneſs of un- 
reaſonable and paſſionate Men. And 
again, as Mankind, prompted by Am- 
bition, are deſirous of ſetting themſelves 
one above another, and to pleaſe this 
vain Humour, have invented many ways 
and means entirely deſtructive of that na- 
tural Reſpe& and Friendſhip they ought 
to bear to each other; inſtead of keeping 
- uptheſe unnatural Partitions and falſe No- 
tions of Honour, I ſay, tis highly proper 
that this Order ſhould not only explain 
conſtantly wherein true Honour conſiſts ; 
but as in a little Time, Virtue will be the 
only Diſtinction, the only Honour, and love 
or delighting in the Good 3 
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of others, is the higheſt degree of that, ſo 
they may learn to find among the _— 


and 3 People, Objects not on 
Compaſſion, but Efteem; Objects, inch 
as (without deſtroying Diſtinction or 
Order) they are many of them amiable 
in the Sight of God on account of their 
true Virtue, ought to be the ſame in the 
Eyes of the greateſt Men; and chat 
others, who becauſe of their I 
or other reaſonable ion, are not 
yet ſuch, may if poſſible by their Means 
and Affiſtance be  rendred ſuch. This 
ts the Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as is plain from. theſe Words: ben 
thou makeſt a dinner or 4 ſupper, call nue 
thy friends nor thy brethren, neither 2 
—_ nor thy rich neighbours, le * 
Iſo bid thee again, and recomp 

e : But when thou makeſt a Teak, call the | 
5 the maimed, the halt and the blind, 
1 xiv. 12. ; 
.. *Tis true indeed, this i is quite contrary | 
to the general and prevailing Notions and 
Cuſtoms of Mankind. And therefore 
what Offence did our Lord's Appearance 
and Doctrine give to the great ones among 
the Jews? How does he upbraid them 
becauſe they would not apprehend, they 
would nor, through the Love of ſecular 
Intereſt, Eſteem and Glory, reliſh and 


' approve 
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approve his Precepts. Ze ſerpents, ye 


generation of wipers, | bow can you eſcape 


the damnation of hell? Mat. xxiii. 33. 
And the perpetual Struggle betwixt him 
and the Phariſees; the open, bold Ex- 
preſſions on his fide, the Inquietude, - 


MMäaalice and Wrath on theirs, ſhow how 


loth Men are, from the Vanity and Pride 
of Wealth, which they ſo much love, 
and from the powerful Charm of Supe- 
riority and Greatneſs, with which they 
are ſo much delighted and inchanted, to 
deſcend to the Practice of this Doctrine, 
though it is manifeſtly, when we come to 
look into it, ſo rational. And it is there- 
fore I urge, that it was needful an Order 
of Men ſhould be appointed for this 
purpoſe : Men who ſhould not only in- 
culcate rhe Neceflity of it, but be In- 
ſtances and Examples, as of all other Vir- 
tues which are ſometimes practiſed by 
the Worldly and Paſſionate, ſo particu- 
larly and eminently of entire freedom 
from Pride, Covetouſneſs and Ambition, 
and of ſuch Temper and Diſpoſition as 
is always ready and deſirous to the utmoſt. 
of their power to advance the publick 
Weal, eſpecially to befriend and raiſe 
the poor, the ſuffering part of Mankind. 


DIS. 
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DISCOURSE VIL 


None Argument is, That to ar- 
rive at ſeveral neceſſary Qualifi- 
cations, requires preparatory Care and 
Study, and it is likewiſe requiſite the 
Foundation be laid in a liberal and in- 
genuous Education. For though the Cir- 
cumſtances of Mankind had made it 
needful that ſuch Method ſhould be ta- 
ken, as is viſible in the Chriſtian Scheme, 
and the firſt Plantation of the Goſpel 
ſhould be brought about by Miracles and 
ſupernatural Gifts; yet after theſe had 
done their Part, human Means, ſuch as 
the right Uſe of our Faculties, Cultiva- 
tion of natural Senſe and Reaſon, Im- 
provements in Arts and Sciences, and 
underſtanding dead Languages, toge- 
ther with every Thing that may be of 
-Uſe in the Purſuit of true Knowledge, 
muſt ſucceed. The Scriptures are in- 
N deed, of themſelves, a moſt plain Rule 
in general: But their being writ origi- 
nal y in Languages not now uſed, — I 
refer- 
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referring to Things paſt, and predicting 
Things to. come, their having their own 


Evidence interwoven in them, ſuch ax 


will not unfold, except to a careful and 
diligent Enquirer, with many other 
Things that — the Knowledge of 
Hiſtory, of the Laws of Nature, and 
Condition of Mankind, they do mani. 
- feſtly leave Room for ker Study 
and Application. There are, therefore, 
ſeveral Qualifications that are neceſſary, 
and not to be acquired without Leiſure, 
Opportunity, Induſtry and Expence. 
And therefore it is plain, every Com- 
munity that would be well inſtructed 
herein, ſhould have ſuitable Proviſion 
for the Maintenance of its Clergy. 
Every Parent is obliged to take Care 
not only of the preſent, but future Wel- 
fare of his Child; and ſhould not be ea- 
ſily prevailed on to lay out his Money 
on a precarious Method, a Method _ 
would leave him ar laſt to * 
Liking or Mercy of Men. 
would. he not be thought very — 
dent, that ſhould not demand Security 
in ſuch a Caſe; or otherwiſe turn to a 
Road, in which ſuch Securicy might, in 
all human Probability, be had? And is 
not this then an undeniable * of 
che ſame aca 6 "0 
But 
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But becauſe there may be very diffe- 
rent Opinions about this Matter, Men 
being willing to allow more or leſs on 
this Account, as they are well or ill af. 


fected to the Order, I ſhall 2 
endeavour to ſhow, 


I. What, according to ; the Circun- | 
ſtances of the Caſe, may be called 
a reaſonable and comfortable Sub- 

ſiſtence. | 

II. What may be juſtly deemed, in | 
ſuch — an honourable one. 


Devency, Charity, Hoſſ pitality, and 
Proviſion for Children; are indiſpen- 
ſable Duties: And it is to be obſer- 
ved, that St. Paul infiſts much u = 
good Oeconomy, 1 Tim. iii. 4. 
this cannot be exerciſed without Affairs. 
to be conducted and managed; and 
therefore Materials there muſt be, 
which ſuch Virtues, ſuch — dions 

and Diſcretion are to be diſplayed. - The 
only Danger is, bulging upon the two 
common Rocks, Avarice and Ambition. 
It will be uſeful, therefore, before we 
Proceed any fatther, to conſider the Na- 
ture of theſe two Vices, that ſo we may 
knew how far a Man may go in the 
Management of hie private 
3 with- 


/ 


neceſſary: It is injurious to the Publick, 


not only in not performing the Duties 


of Charity and -Hoſpitality, or not af- 
fording that Pleaſure, Convenience or 


Advantage, which ſuch Fortune will 
allow; and which, though no Laws can 
force Men to them, are yet, in Reaſon 


and Equity, due to the common Weal ; 


$4 hand £.: 


culation. _ is nothing more than 
a ready Method 


five only are permitted to return, the 

Publick is abridged of one half; and by 
Conſequence loſe one half of thoſe Con- 
veniencies, which otherwiſe had flowed 

into their Hands, And though theſe 
Conveniencies will ſome Time or ner 


2 
# 
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without being chargeable with either. 
Avarice is an anxious Deſire of the 
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1 —— Ir 
be: had, when the Miſer's !1Coffers;' are; 
broken up, for Money will always afford 
chain, if ĩt may circulate: Vet as to the 
ent Perſons, ' whoſe: Stations, Cal- 
ge, Services in Trade, Husbandry, 
or other Buſineſs, are ſo inany reaſona - 


bie Demands, and Titles wh it; theſe, 


it is certain, loſe one half of that PO W- 
er; one half of thaſe Conveniencies,, 
which,:: in the Reaſon of Things, ate 
their undoubted: Right. Upan this Ac- 
count it is; the Miſer io (Aly 7 
ed ſo great à Criminał: And: that 
thoſe good and honourable Gentlemen, 
who, haye very large Repefues, and little 
Souls, are ſuch Peſts to: the Commibnii 

| l Neighbourhoods'in . they! 
live. - | . zb r 
1 . eee , _ 4 LOH 40 f 11 
2. Worldly Ambicep 164 great De- 
fire. of Honour, purely for its own Sake; 
and its Crime is, that it makes Mea. 
inattentive to that true, and real; Weak 
in, which it conſiſts, and to ſeek it, an 
fancy they have it in Things wherein it 
is not. If a Man, for Inſtance, becauſe 
the Multitude are carried away by out- 
ward Dazzle, is ſedulous in procuring 
Place, Title, or other Things, merely 
to draw cheir Admiration: If whatever 


, he is endowed with, whether 
G "x 


Fortitude, Learning, Ereat Parts, or 2} 


A”_ — ́— —— 
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Fortune, they are imployed, naꝝ in pro 
moting 4 work of Mankind, the 


Cauſe of Virtue and Truth, but in 


drawing upon himſelf the Praiſe; Eſteem 


or Wonder of thoughtieis People; this 


is meer worldly Ambition, incer Folly. 
and Weakneſs. There are Crimes in- 

cident to the Miſapplication of this 
Y generdus and noble: Impulſe. 

2 — Nature, ſuch as gratifying - 

bona: Means, — to Thi 

we are conſoious are not right, aud con 


| Ile be a that we know fhould i in | 


ſtice be rectified, in order to gain, or 

r fear we ſhould not gain ſome am- 
Hitious End. But theſe ate foreign to 
my preſent Purpoſe. What I — 
have obſerved is this, that Ambition it- 
{elf is not faulty, except when it is ei- 
ther placed wrong, or wicked Means 

are made Uſe of ro gratify it. And this 
is, I think, ſo very plain, that I nead 
not be at any Pains to evince it. 15 
No if we attend rightly to theſs two 
Diſtinctions, we we ſhall eaſily ſee where a 
Man's Conduct may be charged 8 
with either of theſe two great Vice? 


For to ſatisfy Wants, and procure Con- 
veniencies by fair and honeſt Means, is 


certainly — and therefore to en- 
deavour 


deavour to mend a Man's Fortune, or 
to exchange or relinquiſh a worſe Con- 
dition for a better, is ſo far from being 
chargeable with Avarice, that every 
Man has by Nature a Right to do ſo, 
and he would be wanting to himſelf and 
Family, if he ſhould not do it. The 
Providence of God hath impoſed it up- 
an all Men, and it is their Duty. It is 
ſo ordered, on Purpoſe to keep up the 
Buſineſs and Activity of Life. It is the 
Soul of Induſtry, Care, Dexterity, Art, 
Fatigue, and whatever tends to improve, 
to poliſh, to exalt, to adorn human 

Nature. . i 


WV, 


- 2, The fame holds good, in regard to 
laudable Ambition. Aſpiring at ſuch 
Attainments as will render 'a Man uſeſul 
to the Publick, is commendable and ho- 
nourable. What is more, as there muſt 
be Degrees, Places, "Fruſts, Offices, 
Provinces, in which ſuch Attainments 
are called for, and properly to be em- 
ployed, it is certain, aiming at ſuch At- 
tainments, or ſtudying to be Maſters of 
ſuch Abilities as thoſe Truſts require, is 
not only commendable, but neceſſary. 
When we ſee a Man of known and di- 
ſtinguiſhed Capacity, after having by 
Degrees aſcended from one Poſt to ano- 
= G * | ther, 
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tion. 


ther, which he hath diſcharged with 
equal Ability and Uprightneſs, at laſt 
ſeared on the very top Pinnacle of Pre- 
ferment, we cannot but be pleaſed with 


a Sight that does ſo much Honour to 


human Nature; at the ſame time that 
we allow the Judgment, applaud the 
Choice, and love „ of ſuch 
as have patronized and befriended him. 
And our Approbation and Pleaſure in 
this Caſe, ariſes from native Honeſty, 
and a Love of that Conſonance to Truth, 


| which we find in every Circumſtance 


and Means of his Succeſs and Promo- 


The ſeeking, therefore, the Amend- 
ment of a Man's Fortune, or better, or 
even the beſt Conveniencies in a way 


productive of publick Good, is ſo far 


from being faulty, or to be called Ava- 
rice, that it is every Man's Duty to do 
it, according to his Station or Capacity: 
And on the other hand, the raiſing him- 
ſelf co Truſts, Imployments, Promoti- 
on or Honour, by acquiring ſuch Pow- 
ers or Virtues as are requiſite thereunto, 


is ſo far from deſerving the Name of 


worldly Ambition, that it is a right Im- 
rovement of the Talents lent him. It 


& making his Light ſhine, and promo- 


Aung 
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ting tho general Good of the Commu- 


nity, in Conjunction with his own. 


Nov tht I have made this Oben = 


tion, and ſhowyn the Diſtinction ever to 
be made betwixt Avarice, and ſeeking 
the Conveniencies and Bleſſings of Life 


by fair Means; and betwixt worldly Am- 
bition, and that which is truly laudable: 


I ſhall try if I cannot find out ſome Rule 
that may be uſeful to us, in determining 
the Caſe in hand. 

And certainly if a Man, debarred of 
all other Means of improving his For- 
tune, cannot live decently, nor relieve 


others in Diſtreſs, nor receive his Friends 


in ſuch manner, as could not be charged 
with Extravagance in Diet, or Aﬀecta- 
tion of Show or Figure, or any thing 
elſe beyond the Bounds of his Income, 
nor ee for his Children, as all Men 
are — to do; he cannot poſſibly 
Pay ſaid to have cither a reaſonable or 
comfortable Subſiſtence. To fall ſhore 


of any one of theſe Things, is hard in 


others: Becauſe whether it is in Trade, 


Husbandry, or other Buſineſs, they are al- 


ways, in the Reaſon of Things, ſuppoſed 
to have an Allowance made ſufficient, in 


their Road of Life, to anſwer what could 
bb expected from them on all theſe Ac- 
counts: And they are — and un 
G3 youry . 
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juſtly dealt with, where ſuch Allowance 
is not made. And yet the Caſe before is 


ſtill more hard; becauſe, in the Firſt 


Place, ſuch Allowance is not made; and 
beſide, all other Means whatever of aſ- 
ſiſting themſevles, are taken out of their 
Hands. Again, 
Things ſnould ahead ordered, that 
under Providence, Diligence, Sobriety, 
prudent Conduct, ſhould not fail of 


Succeſs. For in E uity theſe Virtues 


deſerve it. And if Succeſs might have 
been, or ſhould have been had in ano- 
ther way, provided ſuch Means were 
uſed, there was — a fair Op- 


portunity of procuring a good Subſi- 
ſence in that way. Now that Oppor- 


tunity is what a Man of Character may 
plead a Right to; it being to be pre- 
ſumed, that he who behaves well in one 


Caſe, would do ſo in another: And if 


ſo, then he may ſafely plead a Right al- 
ſo to a good — For to take 
away an Opportunity that a Man may be 
ſerviceable in another Kind, without al- 


lowing an ee is manifeſtly un- 


reaſonable. 
From hence it is . that ſuch Sub- 


ſiſtenoe as has been mentioned, ſhould 
be allowed: A Subſiſtence 
| mn 3 reaſonab 


val to the 
Demands 
and 
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and Exigences of Life. And this is 
what I mean by a reaſonable and com- 
| eren one. | 


2. There are in ia as in all other 
Affairs of Moment, Calls for particular 
Talents, and need of great Abilities and 
Acquiſitions. That the Publick may 
be provided with which, there muſt be 
Poſts, Offices and Diſtinctions on pur- 
poſe; and not only ſo, but a Supply for 

— Diſcharge of ſuch Expences as muſt 
_— accompany the Management 
of weighty and important Affairs. And 
when any Man ſhall approve himſelf to 
the World, and appear evidently fur- 
Niſhed with ſuch Abilities and Qualities 
as are requiſite, and ſuch Poſt or Place is 
confetred on him, together with ſuch 
Revenue as will anſwer the Exigences, 
and fupport the Dignity of it, that Per- 
ſon may be truly faid to have, not only a 
reaſonable and comfortable, but an ho- 
nourable Subſiſtence. 

Thus we ſee how it is poſlible for a 
Clergyman to riſe into a diſtinguiſhed 
Character, and into Dignit 7 ible to 

ſuch Character „without being in the 

leaſt chargeable with Avarice, or world- 

ty Ambition. It is plain likewiſe from 

What hach n it = 
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the utmoſt Service to the Cauſe. of Vir- 
tue and Truth, and to the Intereſt and 


Honour of the Community, where it is 


ſo. Neither ought it to be Matter of 
Envy to any Man, if ſuch Perſons are 


ſometimes admitted into the Counſels of 
Princes. For on whom may a Prince 
repoſe his Arm with greater Confidence, 
than on one of Integrity well tried, and 

Principles well grounded? Where con- 
ſult better than with known Abilities? 


Where find more Steddineſs and Securi- 
ty, than in one who has been ſignalized 


for it, chrough the whole Courſe 1 his 


Life I \ 


Now to return to the Thing v we firſt 


ſet out with, I obſerved of what Ule it 
muſt needs be to have an Order of 


Men, who ſhould be Examples to the 
buſy Parc of Mankind, as of all the 


Virtues above-mentioned , ſo particu- 
larly of entire Freedom from Pride, Co- 


vetouſneſs and worldly Ambition: And 
I have now ſhown the Reaſonableneſs of 
their being provided with a comfortable 


and honourable Fubliſtencs, and eat A 


k 4 „ Ke #4 


ductive of the puck Good. And 5 
2 | be- 
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before I go any further, I muſt! make 


one Obſervation more to the fame Pun- 


poſe: And that is, that it cannot but be 


of great Uſe and Service to Men, that 


they have thoſe among them, who are 
not only regularly and duly qualified to 
perform the Office of a Miniſter, to 
teach and explain the great Truths of 


Chriſtianity, to enforce the Duties, to 
ſet a good Example, together with 


ſuch other Advantages, as a Perſon well 
qualified for his Function, will of 
Courſe afford; but likewiſe, I ſay, it 
muſt be of great Uſe that he is among 
them, an Inſtance of good Manage- 


ment, living in ſuch decent Manner, 


making ſuch Allowance to Charity, 
_ Hoſpitality, and the neceſſary Proviſion 
for his Iſſue, as his Condition will allow. 
And as it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
thae ſuch Men ſhould not be deſirous of 
bettering their Condition by laudable 
Means, ſo would it be uncharitable and 
diſingenuous to ſay or think, there are 
not great Numbers of Men of this Or- 
der, of ſuch Prudence in the Conduct of 
their Affairs; of ſuch Temperance and 
Frugality; of ſuch Acquieſcence in the 
Diſpoſals of Providence; of ſuch modeſt 
Opinion of themſelves, and Bounty and 


large Allowance to the Merit of others, 


+ 
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as to be contented and pleaſed with poor 
and narrow Circumſtances, and delight- 
ed with the Conſciouſneſs that what is 
done in their lictle Sphere, when rightly 
viewed, has much Beauty in it; at leaſt, 
it is acceptable to God. And muſt not 
this then be allowed to be another Con- 


firmation of the main Thing propoſed, 


that the Apoſtle, in appointing Miniſters 
for the Service of the Church, and pro- 
moting the Cauſe of Right and Truth 
among Men, amidſt other neceſſary Qus- 
lifications, has not a little inſiſted on 
this uſeful, this important Virtue, good 


n 5 ee 18. | 
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HF ASTLY, The Importunity of the 
Covetous and Ambitious, the Pride 
of the Arrogant and Vain-glorious, the 
Envy and Hatred of the Corrupt and 
Wicked, are ſo many Reaſons why Men 
of ever ſo inoffenſive Behaviour and con- 
> ſpicuous Virtue, muſt meet with Diſap- 
pointment, Scorn and Injury. To fancy 


one may paſs through the World with- 


feeling more or leſs of theſe, is to 
imagine the World is what it is not. 
Hence it is that Patience and Fortitude 
are ſo neceſſary a Part of the Character 
of a Clergyman, and as ſuch, another 
ſtrong Confirmation of the ſame thing 
again. Be thou faithful, ſays our Lord, 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life. How much theſe two Virtues are 
wanted, and ſhould be cultivated; how 
ſtrenuouſly they are inſiſted on; and 
what proper Inferences may be drawn 
| thence, ſhall be here ſhown. 2 
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I. A Miniſter is not only ſet apart from 
all other Employments, unfitted and 
diſabled by the Mannet of his Educati- 
on, and ſtrictly prohibited meddling with 
them, but of things appointed for ſuch 


_ uſe it will probably be very hard to obtain 


even a ſmall ſhare. Where there is any 
Emolument, there are numbers ready for 
it. And who ſo likely to take Pains, to 
contrive Means, to break Reſtraints and 
Rules, as the Covetous? Again, 

Is not ſuch Emolument a fine Oppor- 
tunity of aſſiſting a Relation, obliging a 
Friend, or doing a Favour where it may 
be convenient and of uſe? What will 
you ſay of the Flattery of Sycophants, 
of the Obſequiouſneſs, Frauds and Cun- 
ning of the Hypocrite? What if the 
Power and Influence of the Great is the 


ſame here as in all other Caſes, and they 


ſhould chance not to attend to the origi- 
nal End and Deſign? What if Men 
ſhould divide into Parties, and favour 
none but thoſe of their own Side? Or if 
they who have got the Power, ſhould 
maintain Opinions not unexceptionable? 

From theſe and many other Inſtances 


which I omit, is it not eaſy to ſee, that 


notwithſtanding the beſt Claim, the beft 


Qualifications, a Man may — 
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_ diſappointed, however moderate orother- 
wiſe well grounded his Hopes and Ex- 
ctations are? And therefore has not a 
erſon, who is to take this Profeſſion up- 


on him, the utmoſt: need of Patience, 


Reſolution and Courage 


AL. What if chere ſhould be great 


numbers of Figure, Weight, and Mo- 


ment, who are not only prejudiced, or 


have a ſecret Diſlike and Averſion, but 
often a moſt intenſe and implacable 
Hatred againſt the whole Order? Is it 
not a hard Lot to have the Ignorance, 
Folly, Vice, Paſſion, Prejudice, Power, 
Blindneſs, of the moſt Opulent as well 
as others, againſt you? Can any Conditi- 
on be worſe than to be poor, contemp- 


tible, hated and perſecuted at the ſame 


time? They who have ſeen no more of 
the Order than ſuch as being ſupported 
by the Favour and Intereſt of the Great, 
or ſuch as have been ſucceſsful other ways, 
and therefore appear in the Beauty and 
Splendor of Proſperity, may wonder 
_ Where ſuch Miſery is to be found. But 


he who has obſerved what Multitudes 


are ſunk to nothing for want of Materials 
to carry on their Studies, how many after 
a ſhort Flutter upon the Stage, diſappear, 
and are never in Condition to face gains 
| | how 


In : , 


how many have died friendleſs, deſtitutes 
dejected, diſpirited, leaving their Families 
under the moſt deplorable Preſſures, will 


be in no admiration about it. 


But IIIaly, What if a Man happens to 
live in Times of Degeneracy and Corrupb- 
tion, when Vice and Hypocriſy prevail, 
command and diſpoſe of all things, 
preſide in the Legiſlature, and ſit in 
Judgment? Suppoſe farther, that to ſup- 
port their Power they ſhould reſolve to 
perſecute every Perſon who would not 
aſſent to ſuch Rules, and make ſuch Con- 
ceſſions as are deſtructive of the Ends of 
the Goſpel, the natural Rights, the pre- 
ſent and future Happineſs of Men? I 
_ ſuppoſe theſe Inſtances, becauſe they are 

not only what may, but have happened. 
In this caſe. pray what muſt be done? 
Where is now your reaſonable, comfor- 
table and honourable Subſiſtence? Con- 
| ſcience! What muſt we do with thee? 
Shall we put out thine Eyes, or cut out 
thy Tongue, or pare thy Nail? 

Is not the want of true Fortitude, the 
Reaſon Men have not withſtood, as they 

ſhould have done, the Riſe, Growth, 
and Eſtabliſhment of falſe Religion? 
Do not we plainly ſee they wanted good 
Hearts more than good Eyes? The Pre- 
tences 


| rences of Po 


he” 


pery are. des abſurd, Thees | 


Tricks too viſible, their: Tenets too groſs, / 
to go down with Men of Senſe, did not 
the love of Profit or Honour make them 
willing to wink, and to be deceived, or 
the fear of lofing them make them Cow- 
ards, or the want of Courage and Reſo- 
lution 'betray and enflave them. And- 
if ſuch numbers of Men, who are under 
ſuch ſtrong and particular Engagements 
to the contrary, have fled from their Co- 
lours, and yielded ro Temptations; is not 
this an Argument this Virtue is neceſſary, 

and ſhould be cultivated to the higheſt 
Degree? Might not the Deiſts have urged 
it with good Senſe in this Manner? And 
is not their urging it as an Argument 
againſt Chriſtianity itſelf, the very Re- 
And yet there is ſtill ſomething more 
hard and inſufferable behind. What if 
Men ſhould be reduced to ſuch Extre- 
mity to maintain their impious Doctrines, 
as not only to poiſon the Hearts of the 
Young, by infuſing wrong and corrupt 
Principles when they could not be dif- 
Covered, and through Prejudice of Edu- 
cation never after, but likewiſe by down- 
right Terror and Execution, by ſuch 
profligate Methods as Hell itſelf could 
ſcarce exceed! If it be conſidered _ 
38 br oo 
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tain. a Cauſe they have once er : "if 


how much that may be encreaſed by 
mutual Emulation, and how hateful i it is 
to be — — or —_ 3 — 
appeat no ſtrange thing, and to ſuch as. 
have ſeen or read the Practices of the 
Romans, no ne one. However, tis cer- 


tain this may happen, if it never did; and 
if it ſhould, tis neceſſary it ſhould be 


withſtood; otherwiſe univerſal Corrup-: 
tion under the Mask of dende r 
prevail. <A in h 


An ſhore, i in the 1 af 4 | Gin: 


Soldier or General, chis Virtue is the moſt 


exalted, the melt, the. finiſhing Part; 
and it is no leſs requiſite, nor of leſs 
Moment or Figure in that of every brave 
Adventurer in this Profeſſion, and Advo- 
_ cate for this Cauſe. It muſt be confeſſed, 

to judge of Chriſtianity from che State it 
is in, eſpecially in ſome Countries, one 


would not expect to find it at the bottom 


what it really is. Nay, we are told the 


4 * 5 
„ 
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Abſurdities of Idolatry „the groſs, leude 


and pernicious Abuſcs of te Law of 


Nature among the Heathens, did. not 


exceed the monſtrous Practices of - 9) # 11 | # 7 


Places where it is moſt zealouſlyprofeſſed. 


All this and more we: — and 


. But why * RE. 


ved hn ir? 
nity isan ok 
V 9 and as — 
this laſt are enjoined and inculcated: 


Where both the Exam le and Doctrine 


are ſo great and Where every 
thing to be obſeryed tends. to raife Men 
to it : Where they are accounted bleſſed 
who are ande e for its fake :. Where 
ed by ron, er Reward, a 
ghork nd guarded: by 
the Threats of eternal re Ruin 
and Deſtruction: Where the 
Aſflictions are deemed the kind C 
ments of 2 ckerly Hi Hand, becauſe they 
lead to it: Where the moſt treme 

Judgments are thought r. becauſe 


_ ecution of God's Wrath upon the incor- 
rigible is deemed an act of the utmoſt 
"Goodneſs as well as Juſtice, becauſe 
e How afſerting and mary, bo it. 5 
| $3.) remptory, bow a 
rs: Haw yo applied, and home- 


gee offend thee, pluck it out and 


thy members ſhould periſh, and 
222 — ſhould be caſt into bell, 
þ 10. and ix. a. No Man: 1 


H . 


greateſt 
ue- 


promote it; and wherethe final Ex- | 


0 the Proms of of the Goſpel? 
fort is profitable for thee 
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put bis hand to the plough, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of heaven. And 
again: Be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have nothing that they 


can do; but I will forewarn you whom you 


ſhall fear: Fear him which after be hath 
killed, hath power to caſt into bell; yea I 
ſay unto you, fear him, Luke xii. 4. We 


muſt be wholly devoted to it, according 


to that Text, Mat. vi. 24. No man can 
ſerve two maſters: for either he will hate the 


one, and love the other; or elſe he will hold 
to the one, and deſpiſe the other : ye cannot 
ſerve. God and Mammon. And we muſt 
labour for it, as a thing of great difficulty, 


according to another. Enter ye in at the 


trait gate : for wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and 
many there be that go in thereat. Becauſe 
ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way that leadeth to life, . and few 
there be that find it. Accordingly 
the Apoſtle bids us watch, ſtand faſt in 
the faith, acquit ourſelves like men, be 
ſtrong, 1 Cor. xvi. 13. And to approve 


ourſelves as the miniſters of God, in much 


patience, in ajfliction, in neceſſities, in 


 diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſonment, in 


tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſt- 
ings, 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. and Eph. vi. 10.11. 
Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of 


his might. Put on the whole armour 7 


Goa, 
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God, that ye may be able to ſtand agai 
the wiles f the devil. 2 2 
fore, having your loyns girt about with 
truth, and having on the breaſi-plate of 
righteouſneſs, and your feet ſhod with the 
preparation of the goſpel of peace. Above 
all, taking the ſhield of faith, wherewith ye 
hall be able to quench the fiery darts of the 
@oicked. And, 2 Tim. ii. 1. Thou therefore, my 
Jon, be ſtrong in the grace which is in Cbriſt 
FJeſus. And again, Endure Hardneſs as 
a good Soldier. In ſhort, ſuch as the 
Difficulty is, ſuch is the Earneſtneſs of 
the Exhortations. Renouncing the World, 
mortifying our Affections, ſeeking the 
Things above, minding the one thing 
Needful, taking up the Croſs, preſſing 
forward to the Prize of our high Calling, 
with many other things of the like Na- 
ture, are all agreeable to the ſame purpoſe. 
They are inſiſted on for no other End, 
than to keep Men ſteddy to the Rule of 
Right, to prepare them with fit Diſpo- 
ſitions and ſufficient Reſolution and Cou- 
rage, to purſue and cleave to it always; 
eſpecially Miniſters, whoſe peculiar Bu- 
ſineſs it is to know and practiſe it them- 
ſelves, and to ſtrive to the utmoſt of their 
Power that others do the ſame. This is 
the Nature of the Chriſtian Prieſthood. 
This, notwithſtanding what may at any 
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a Revelation, or the Divine Aid and 
Interpoſition. And if, notwithſtanding 
ſuch Aid, Men are ſtill bad, and yet their 
being ſuffered always in this State, is 


contrary to the Divine Attributes, this is 
ſo far from being a good Argument 


againſt the Chriſtian Scheme, that it is a 


Demonſtration, that a Change, an Amend- 


ment one time or other there muſt be, 


which is the very thing we contend for. 


And _— uch Revelation was made, 


it is from a need of Teachers that we 


argue ſuch Appointment muſt be, and is; 
and as the Means they are to uſe, and the 
Qualifications neceſſary thereunto, are 
ſo cloſely connected, and agreeable to 


the main Deſign; this we think a clear 


and undeniable Proof of their Authority. 
As to all manifeſt Abuſe or Corruption 


of 
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of true Religion, we declare and proteſt | 


againſt it e as to any Particulars wherein 
we want more Light, we are ready and 


Doctrines or Impoſitions that may at any 
time threaten us, we beg of Cod to arm 
and fortify us againſt them. This is our 
true Caſe, 5 if our Adverſaries would 

prevail againſt 'us, they muſt ſhow that 
mis is mere Cant, Delaſion, and Weak - 
neſs; for as long as this Bulwatk remains, 
their Efforts muſt be in vain; and yet this 
I am apt to think is what they will never 
undertake, And thus having fully proved, 


1. The Excellence and Necefſity of a 
Revelation. 

2. The Deſign and End of ii. | 
3. That the Precepts are agreeable to 
that End. And, 

4. That the Clergy are inted to 
bring that End about; and all this in the 
moſt plain and eaſy manner; I here appeal 
to the common Senſe of Mankind for 

the Truth of what has been aſſerted; 

and ſhall only add, That notwichſtanding 
what may otherwiſe be ſaid juſtly in 
praiſe of Heathen Writers, there is no 
true Principle, no Honour, no Know- 
ledge, no irtue, no Excellence, no 
0 but in the Method which 
Chriſtianity 


deſirous to be inſtructed; as to any falſe =. A 


depend upon the Prevalence of it, and 
are not to be had out of it. And becaule 


the World is a Scene, where they who 


are deſirous to underſtand and cleave to 
it, will probably meet with-much Exer. 
ciſe, Difficulty and Hardſhip ; therefore 


is it ordered that the greateſt Virtue ſhall 


have the greateſt Reward; and after the 
Combat which it hath bravely and con- 
ſtantly ſuſtained, find real and ſubſtantial 


Good. Again, we may obſerve, that 
every Eſtabliſhment of Religion is to be 
examined by this Rule, viz, How far, 


how effectually does it anſwer the End of 
the Goſpel? Secure itſelf, or its .own 
Privileges, it may, and thereby gain and 
_ retain Friends. But this is not the Princi- 


pal thing to be aimed at, Nay, while 
Men have been too ſtudious of this, they 


have often dropped and loſt the other ; as 
ſad Experience ſhows. On the contrary, 
when true Knowledge and uſeful Learn- 
ing are cheriſhed, when free Examinati- 
on is allowed; when all prudent Care is 
taken that the inferior Claſſes be equal to 
their Truſt, and room is made for ſupe- 
rior Abilities; when neither Power, Diſ- 
cipline nor Encouragement is wanting, 
nor are Men cramped in the purſuit of 


true Wiſdom ; and when the Poor, the 
| 9 — Laborious 
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| Laborious and Ignorant are induſtriouſly © ® 
and conſcientiouſly inſtructed, here are 
all the Movements and Springs neceſſary 3 
to the obtaining that great and glorious e 
End. And though nothing can be perfet 
or above Abuſe in one way or other, this _ 
certainly is that , CORE, that * 
right State we are obliged to aim at, and 
to contend for; a State which cannot be 5 

too dear to us, nor too much endear to | 

us the Intereſt of his Majeſty's Houſe, . 
and the Certainty of the Proteſtant Suc- 2 
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